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advised to consult their travel agents or the nearest Govern- 
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У against the backg, 


= апда 
round of snow-clad Mount Kanchenjang: 


AST India (which has been used in this book as a com- 

prehensive term to describe the areas covered by Bihar, 
West Bengal, Assam and Orissa) abounds in places of 
tourist interest. It has many beautiful resorts on the moun- 
tains, lakes and the sea. Also, the region is rich in a variety 
of wild life and ancient monuments. 


Fertile and sub-tropical, East India receives heavy 
rainfall between the middle of May and September when it 
becomes a vast expanse of lush green verdure. It is watered 
by the sacred Ganga and Brahmaputra, two of India’s migh- 
tiest rivers, and the Mahanadi. All the three rivers enter 
the Bay of Bengal. The sacred Ganga flows through the 
plains of Bihar and West Bengal, which present a panorama 
of seemingly endless paddy fields dotted with luxuriant mango 
and bamboo groves and stately coconut palms. In the 
northern part of this region tower the magnificent Himalayas 
with many attractive hill stations, such as Darjeeling. 


In the Khasi-Jaintia hills of Assam is the lovely hill 
resort of Shillong. Not far from Shillong is Cherrapunji, 
the wettest spot on the earth. The monsoon-swept hill 
slopes of Assam are covered with plantations of tea—the 
cheering beverage—while in the forests of the State roam 
the famous one-horned rhino and the elephant. 


п irc. 

The region is known for its heritage of -— и 

Bihar was the heart of the great Mauryan dei 

where the Buddha meditated and attained En T ae di 
The temples of Konarak, Puri and Bhubanesw 


in Orissa 
Д ure in 
supreme achievements of architecture and sculpt 
State. 
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N r egion find 

The artistic genius of the people of s e and 

expression in their handicrafts. The silver fi pa woven by 
the pal paintings of Orissa, the exquisite texti 


| t Bengal 
the colourful Nagas of Assam and the folk toys of Wes 
delight the eye, 


is richly 
A large area of Bihar, Orissa and West Bengal is 


d mica. 
meas H tone an 
endowed with iron ore, coal, manganese, limes 


Jalley 
Its water potential is being harnessed by the Damona a 
multi-purpose project modelled on the baer ві 
Scheme in the U.S.A. Coal mining, iron and steel 
and jute manufactu 


М ies that 
ring are among the many industr! 
have develo 


, ibed as 
ped in the area which is commonly descr 
the ‘Ruhr of India ’, 


; E 
nd man 
The great port and outlet for the produce а 


facture of the hinterland of East India is Calcutta. 


:dav-maker 
Of special interest to the tourist and the eoe region 
owever, the resorts and the beauty spots of з 
hey form the subject of discussion in this book. 


are, h 
and t 


E 


DARJEELING, KURSEONG AND KALIMPONG 


HE hill stations of Darjeeling, Kurseong and Kalimpong 

lie in the Darjeeling district of West Bengal. They 
are the main hill resorts of this State and, with the 
possible exception of Shillong in Assam, the most popular 
summer resorts in the eastern region. 


DARJEELING 


Darjecling, popularly known as the ‘ Queen of Hill 
Stations’, is situated on a mountain ridge, 7,000 ft. above 
sea level, amid delightful forest scenery. Other hill resorts 
like Kalimpong and Kurseong, though smaller and at lower 
altitude, provide opportunities for a less expensive and 
quieter holiday. But, geographically and historically, they 
are closely linked and we may briefly glance at their common 
features before we turn to their special attractions. 


LAND AND PEOPLE 


The district of Darjeeling, which has an area of about 
1,200 square miles, is shaped like an irregular triangle. The 
southern region, the base, comprises the /erai, a marshy, 
low-lying area at a mean height of some 300 ft. above sea 
level. From here, a number of ridges rise sharply, constitu- 
ting the outlying hills of the lower Himalayan ranges. The 
apex of the triangle is formed by the Phalut ridge where the 
borders of Nepal and India meet. The eastern frontier is 
along the Rangit and Teesta rivers beyond which lie Rishi 
La and Bhutan, The hilly portion of the district is a confused 
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labyrinth of forest-clad ridges, the lower reaches of which 
have been cleared for the cultivation of tea, for which the 
district is famous throughout the world. Such being the 
topography, one will find neither open meadows nor lakes. 
But the biggest attraction of Darjeeling lies in its rich and 
varied flora and fauna, the glorious views of some of the 
most magnificent mountain peaks of the Himalayas and the 
charming hill-people inhabiting the region. 


To Dr. Campbell, a former British Resident in Nepal, 
who subsequently became its first Deputy Commissioner, 605 
the credit of being the founder of Darjeeling. It was at that 
time an inaccessible tract of forest with a very scanty popula- 
tion. But, within a few years, it grew into a populous town 
with a large number of European-style houses, 4 bazaar, E 
hospital and several important roads, Experimental cultiva- 
tion of tea and coffee and of ‘European’ fruits and vegetables 
was also introduced later. Tea, the most important produce 
of the region, was cultivated in an area of only 14,000 acres 


in 1872. By 1956, however, the area under tea had k 
to 7,87,000 acres. 


The population of Darjeeling district is approximate! 
4,50,000. Since Kalimpong, Darjeeling and Kurseons = 
lie on important trade routes connecting India with Nep? 
on the one hand and Sikkim, Bhutan and Tibet on the other 
it is natural that the population should be both mixed а" 
shifting. It is composed mainly of the Bhutias, Tibetans ай 
Nepalese, the former predominating in the Kalimpong region 
and the latter in and around Darjeeling and cutee 
Of the Bhutia and Tibetan groups, special mention shoul 
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Lepcha dancers in a glade 


be made of the Lepchas, since they are probably the original 
inhabitants of Darjeeling. This, however, is the Nepali 
name for them, for the Lepchas referred to themselves as 
Rong, which literally means “ squatters ". Owing to inter- 
marriage with Nepalis, the Lepchas can scarcely be said to 
have retained their separate identity as a tribe. Of the 
Nepalis, the community which has captured the imagination 
of the world are the Sherpas. It is these sturdy, courageous 
and good-humoured people who have worked as porters for 
the various mountaineering expeditions in the Himalayas 
and have elicited the highest praise from such men as 
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Younghusband, Shipton, Tilman, Smythe and Hunt. Tt was а 
Sherpa, Tenzing Norkay, who together with Edmund Hillary, 
reached the summit of Everest on the 29th May, 1953. Prior 
to this, in 1952, with the Swiss expedition under the leader- 
ship of Raymond Lambert, Tenzing, in his sixth attempt ой 
the Everest, had climbed up to 28,210 ft., the highest point 
reached by any man. The home of the Sherpas is Namche 
Bazaar, in the very lap of the Everest. 


FLORA AND FAUNA 


The flora of the district comprises some 4,000 species. a 
the lower reaches, there are beautiful forests of sal trees which 
appear to reach out to the blue. Higher up, the main ics 
green is cryptomaria. Unlike the western Himalayas, ШЕТ 
is no true pine in this region. A notable and attractive 
feature of the forests of the middle region is the tree Eu 
aesophilias, with tall graceful stems and feathery foliage which 
make them one of the most conspicuous of forest plants: 
There are flowering plants of some forty varieties, such 25 
orchids and rhododendrons of twenty-six kinds which produce 
mauve and white flowers in addition to the usual red. 


There are between 80 and 90 species of mammals E | 
inhabit Darjecling district. Tigers, leopards, bears and wi id 
boars abound and may be shot throughout the year. e. 
Species of the mountain-goat, the Jamrachs's serow and Y 
brown Himalayan goral provide fine sport if stalked on а 
There are also some five varieties of deer, such as sambhat 
which is the commonest; barking deer and cheetal or ae 
deer, which is the loveliest of the deer family and is now strictly 
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preserved. In fact, the district authorities are firm protago- 
nists of shooting with the camera rather than with the gun, 
and the gour or Indian bison is among the species to which 
they afford special protection. There are also a number of 
other rare animals in the region which will be of interest 
to naturalists, such as the Nepal wild dog, believed to be 
nearing extinction. 


The bird life of Darjeeling district includes some 550 
species. In fact, about a quarter of the species found in 
India, Burma and Ceylon can be seen in this region. The 
Great Indian hornbill and numerous varieties of -thrushes, 
babblers, warblers, flycatchers, orioles, woodpeckers and 
cuckoos may be seen. Bird-watchers will find much to 
study as a good deal still remains to be discovered about 
bird life in the district. Game birds of about eight different 
varieties including jungle-fowl, pheasants, partridges and 
herons can be found. Ducks are the only game birds which 
are poorly represented in the district. 


The larger rivers such as the Rangit and the Teesta 
abound in mahseer, the premier game-fish of India, a popular 
name for varieties of large-scaled barbel. Three distinct 
kinds of mahseer can be found in these rivers, viz., the golden 
Himalayan mahseer, the red-finned mahseer and the copper 
mahseer. The first two are the largest and a few weighing 
52 pounds have been caught in these rivers. There are also 
varieties of carp such as the katli and the Indian trout which 
range between two and ten pounds and provide excellent 
sport. They can also be caught in smaller streams. 
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ARTS AND CRAFTS 


ibetan 
The greatest attraction for the tourist are e e 
and Nepalese ornaments and curios. These are ere 
nature—such as necklaces, ear-rings, bracelets ап dap 
While copper is the metal most commonly hens The 
expensive articles in gold and silver are BIG wem гасене 
ornaments tend to be heavy and, in fact, their chie i eo 
lies in their © gypsy’ character. The curios сори кее 
plates studded with red and blue stones or with жыз ae 
of the Buddha or Hindu gods and goddesses. к. im 
figures, which acquire an attractive brown tint wit E 
be most fetching. Those who can afford to Be Sn 
somely may invest in Tibetan ‘ thankas Mos of the 
cloth, usually depicting some incident from the celer 
Buddha. A rare article Which might appeal to the pre e d By 
collector is known as the “Devil Dancers’ Apron’, pe axe 
some Nepali priests and made of bones. Other sq 
too numerous to be catalogued, but mention may be 
of the colourful and grotesque Tibetan masks. 


jality 
Carpets, rugs and hand-woven textiles are a spec 
of the Kalimpong region. 


Scenes woven on silk or oth 
motif on the Chinese то; 
available as table and be 
description, 


Of purely decorative pee 
er material, generally of a Bü ас 
del. The hand-woven textiles e 
d linen, furnishings and bags of ev 


; have 
Baskets made in Darjeeling and Kalimpong 


>, These 
‹ H Zi сс. 
acquired a well-earned reputation for —MÀ basis 
are mainly of bamboo, Utility articles which a 
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distinctive Tibetan or Nepalese character сап be acquired 
in quantity. The Nepalese ‘ kukri ', with a decorated handle 
and scabbard, may be useful to the hunter or trekker. Fur- 
lined boots and bedroom slippers, posteens (fur-lined jackets) 
and fur-lined Tibetan hats will doubtless find their respective 
admirers. 

DARJEELING TOWN 


'The town of Darjeeling, with a population of about 
35,000 and an area of about four square miles, lies on a long 
spur projecting northwards from the Ghoom-Senchal ridge. 
The ridge rises abruptly from Ghoom to the top of Katapahar 
which is 7,886 ft. and descends to Chaurastha, which may be 
described as the centre of the town. From here, two spurs 
lead to Lebong, which houses the military cantonment and 
race course, and to Birch Hill. This is the smart residential 
area where the Raj Bhavan (Government House), the 
Gymkhana Club, the Natural History Museum and other 
important buildings are situated. Much of the town lies on 
the western side of the ridge which is less steep than the 
eastern one. The town has a good shopping centre, hotels 
and restaurants, cinema houses, hospitals, parks and other 
amenities. Some of the roads are open to cars and taxis, 
but on others traffic is restricted to walking and riding. 
The roads are good and well maintained. 


One of the greatest attractions of Darjeeling is that, 
from almost any point, you get a view of the mountains 
which is unrivalled in the world. To the north lie magni- 
ficent snow-capped mountains some forty miles away, as 
the crow flies. In the centre is Kanchenjanga, 28,146 ft. 


Darjecling—A. general view 


high—the third highest peak in the world—conical in shape 
and towering above Kabru (24,000 ft.) and Janu (25,300 Re 
Which lie west of it. East of Kanchenjanga lie other peas 
not comparing with it in Stature, but constituting an imposing 
Tange. The great Mount Everest (29,002 ft.) can be viewed, 
on a clear day, from Tiger Hill, which is about 7 miles from 
Darjeeling, Because of its distance, the Everest does pee 
appear as impressive as Kanchenjanga, but it is an mye 
Inspiring sight, Tiger Hill also provides а good view © 
Kanchenjanga, Tt is at sunrise and sunset that the best 


aL. 
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view of the mountain peaks can be had. You can go to 
Tiger Hill by taxi, but a walk or ride along the bridle-path 
ismore enjoyable. Incidentally, the pink-flowering magnolia 
is to be seen only in this region. Close to Tiger Hill is Lake 
Senchal, the water reservoir for Darjeeling. A golf course 
had been laid out between Tiger Hill and Senchal, but it 


has at present fallen into disuse. 


Other favourite walks for the visitor are Birch Hill and 
Lebong. Birch Hill is now maintained as a reserve forest 


Sunrise on the Kanchenjanga. This view is from Tiger Hill 
where the people in this picture are seen standing 


SI 
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and alpine trees and flowering shrubs of the middle-altitude 
type can be found here in their native splendour. Early 
British visitors to Darjeeling were struck with what they 
described as “ the European character of the forest”. Here 
can be found oak, chestnut, cherry, maple, birch and alder. 
There is an excellent park at Birch Hill. Other public parks 


ч a -— гап 
maintained by the municipality are Victoria Park, Donov 
Park and Brabourne Park. 


sa оо : rjecling 
Visitors interested in the flora and fauna of Darjecling 


al 
should visit the Lloyd Botanical Garden and the Natura 
History Museum. 


Lloyd Botanical Garden 


The Lloyd Botanical Garden is situated in a central 
part of Darjeeling near the main bazaar or market Sun 
Its magnificent alpine trees, laid out in terraces, and its 
Shady walks and green lawns make it worth more -— 
casual visit. The garden is divided into three main dnt 
The first is devoted to indigenous plants of the Migne 
Himalayas. The second, known as the Lower Exotic Section: 


| ў 15 
contains specimens of alpine vegetation from different р 
of the world. The vai х 


special 
Japan ai 


rieties of conifers and pine р m 
attention, particularly some fine specimens fro ls 
nd Australia. The third, Miscellaneous Section, к 
with the eastern Himalayas. It contains some 50 ү 
varieties of orchids, collected from various parts of the ope 
Himalayas, including Assam. The Darjeeling orchids pé 
believed to have a close affinity to those found in Мао 
and special attention is being paid to these plants. оша 


Hot-house in Lloyd Botanical Gardens, Darjeeling 


indigenous flowering plants include Rosaceae, Labiatae and 
Liliaceae, to mention only a few out of nearly a hundred 
families. A part of the garden known as the Rock Garden 
deserves particular mention. In this section may be seen 
alpine and dwarf Himalayan species of rare beauty. 


The Lloyd Botanical Garden is open to the general 
public and while it is of great interest at any time of the 
year, it is at its best during spring and autumn. The Garden 
authorities organise a flower show every year. 


Natural History Museum 


The Natural History Museum is housed in a building 
just below the Victoria Park and is only five minutes’ walk 
from Chaurastha. In the Museum may be seen beautifully- 
mounted specimens of the animals, reptiles, birds and butter- 
flies which inhabit Darjeeling. Among the mammals, 
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interest will centre round the Faxer species of нт p 
region has many. In the cat family, for 193 eer 
Museum has the Nepal clouded leopard with porn d 
tortoise-shell markings. Its two smaller cousins, F aaa 
now, are the East Himalayan marbled cat and - P 
cat. The latter weighs 31 pounds and has a brigh igi 
red coat with curious yellow markings about the facc. d 
attention of visitors is also invited to two other rare s "à 
the panda found in the hill forests at an altitude ез E: n 
and the pangolin (manis pentadactyla) which is 23 ft. 

and has thick scales like those of an armadillo. 


А cies. 
Birds are also well represented, there being 500 spe 


$ А ѕоте 
One cannot miss the Great Indian hornbill, sacred to 
Tibeto-Burman tribes, 


Darjeeling fairy blue 
backed woodpeckers 


and in contrast to it, the minnis 
-bird. The yellow-naped and gogai 
and the emerald cuckoo attract pen 
tion by the sheer brilliance of their plumage, though in t 
respect, some of the game birds, 
are close rivals, 


t 
notably the blood pheasant, 
A large number 


| А lso on 
of snakes and butterflies are а 
view in the Museum. 


The Himalayan Mountaineering Institute 


;overn- 
To commemorate the conquest of Everest, the G 
ment of West Ben 


gal decided to set up the Dd 
Mountaineering Institute at Darjecling. The меаи ring. 
Institute is to promote the science and art of mountaunec! саг 
The Institute recently moved into its permanent buildings d 
Birch Hill Park, These comprise a museum, class-rooms 
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hostels for the accommodation of students, The Institute’s 
museum will naturally be of great interest to visitors. 
Here may be seen the equipment used by Tenzing Norkay 
who, together with Edmund Hillary, reached the summit of 
Everest in 1953. The museum contains data relating to 
various other expeditions undertaken in the Himalayas. р 


Tenzing Norkay, Director of Field Training, was 36 
when he joined Sir John Hunt’s expedition, James Morris, 
The Times special correspondent with the Everest expedition 
described him thus: * Tenzing is a man of some education 
and is obviously and indisputably one of Nature’s gentlemen. 
He has an inborn ease and elegance that would cause a 
flutter in many a London drawing-room. In spite of his 
international fame and although before the final assault he 
had climbed higher than any of the Europeans of the expe- 
dition, he retained his modesty throughout, and was as 
willing to help in the menial tasks of camp life as to share 
the fiercest dangers of Everest's summit ”, 


Monasteries 


There are two Buddhist monasteries in Darjeeling which 


deserve to be visited. 


The Bhutia Basti Monastery is on the eastern side of 
the ridge, a little beyond Chaurastha. The descent to it is 
along ‘ Step Aside °, the place where the great Indian patriot, 


Chittaranjan Das, died in 1924. The distance to the monas- 


tery from Chaurastha is a little less than a mile. The 
ect of Buddhist lamas, 


monastery, which belongs to the Red S 


has a long history. The origin of the name ' Darjeeling? is, 
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according to one theory, linked with this monastery. In 
Tibetan ‘Dorje’ means thunderbolt and ‘ Ling’ means 
place, and thus the * Place of the Thunderbolt °, which was 
the name of the monastery originally located on Observatory 
Hill. We learn that the monastery was sacked by the Nepalis 
in the 19th century and rebuilt lower than the hill on the 
present site. "The building was again destroyed in the 
earthquake of 1934 and rebuilt by the munificence of the Raja 
of Sikkim. 


'The second and larger monastery, which belongs to 
the Yellow Sect, is situated at Ghoom, just off the main cart 
road, some four miles south of Darjecling. The central image 
in the main hall of the building is that of the Maitreya 
Buddha, a fine piece of sculpture, Other images are of the 
disciples of the Buddha including Chenrezi апа Chongap@- 


i A number of sacred Buddhist texts in Tibetan are 
available in the Central Hall of the library. ‘These include 
the Kanjyeur, the Tibetan gospel running into 108 volumes. 


. Apart from their religious significance to Buddhists, the 
Darjeeling monasteries with their brightly coloured square 


roofs, their carvings and prayer wheels will be of interest 
to the visitor, 


Lebong Race Course 


The Lebong Race Course, about five miles from 
Chaurastha, is reputed to be not only the smallest in the 
world but is also the highest. Racing is organised by the 
Gymkhana Club and there are usually two seasons, spring 


pe 
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and autumn. Local hill-ponies also participate in the races. 
Though racing in Darjeeling is on a small scale, it can 
provide a pleasant diversion in the afternoon. 


Shopping: Visitors should not fail to visit the Bazaar 
or Market Square. There are two special bazaar days in 
the week when the Nepalese and Bhutias set up little stalls 
in the Square and sell a variety of articles from vegetables 


The Buddhist monastery at Ghoom, near Darjecling 


ҮҮ? 
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to jewellery, Villagers trek several miles to bring their 
wares to the bazaar. A number of shops can be found at 
Chaurastha and on the adjacent streets. Apart from local 
products which have already been described, it is worth 
mentioning that the bigger shops in Darjeeling stock a ea 
of handicrafts from other parts of India, including Kashmir. 


The swift Rangit meets the Teesta 


Lebong Race Course, Darjeeling, їп a picturesque setting 


Fishing: Mahseer, katli and Indian trout are the main 
sporting fish available in the rivers near Darjeeling. Mahseer 
weighing over 50 Ib. have been landed. Katli and Indian 
trout average about 5 lb. and 2 Ib. respectively, though katli 
of 15 Ib. have been caught. 


Of the Teesta group, apart from the river itself, the 
main streams are the Sevoke, Kalijhore, Riyang and Giella 
Kholas. All these are approachable by car from Darjeeling. 
There are comfortable rest houses at Riyang and Kalijhore. 


The Rangit and its tributaries—the Manjitar and Singla 
Bazaar—provide good fishing. The junction of the Rangit 
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and the Teesta is a favourite spot, which is easily accessible 
by car. The Manjitar and Singla Bazaar can be reached 
by jeep. For Singla Bazaar, however, the jeep goes only up 
to the Singla Tea Estate from where a distance of three miles 
has to be covered on foot. On the return journey, it is 


advisable to use ponies as the steep ascent can be difficult and 
tiring in summer, 


The best months for fishing are April and May as also 
the period after the break of the monsoon towards the end of 
June. September is another good month. But there is no 


closed season as such and so the sportsman’s luck depends on 
finding clear water which is not too cold. 


For the bigger rivers, 
will be suitable with a 4" 
breaking-strain line. 
with American multi 
For the smaller fish, 
flies may be used. 


a 9 to 11 feet long spinning rod 
reel and a minimum of 30 Ib. 

For the smaller rivers, a 6-foot rod 
ple reel or a short fly-rod would do. 
1” to 13" fly-spoons and all types of 


It should be remembered that rods and tackle are 


not available in Darjeeling and should be procured in advance. 
Calcutta is a good place for buying fishing gear. 


For obtaining fishing licences, 
addressed to the Divisional Forest О. 
: Shikar: 
the vicinity o 


applications should be 
ficer, Darjeeling. 


Big and small Same shooting is available in 


f Darjeeling. The tiger, leopard, bear and 
wild boar may be shot throughout the year. In case of 


other animals, shooting is permitted only during the winter 
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months. Mountain goat, several types of deer and some 


eight species of game birds provide sufficient variety for the 
sportsman. 


For licences and other details, applications should be 
addressed to the Divisional Forest Officer, Darjeeling. 


Trekking: Darjecling is an excellent base for treks. 
Over half-a-dozen interesting treks can be arranged, lasting 
from about two nights to twelve. Most of these are to 
the Phalut Ridge bordering Nepal or to Sikkim, Sandakphu, 
Phalut and Pamionchi are some of the most rewarding places 
to visit; the first two providing excellent views of the Everest 
massif and the last of Kanchenjanga. It must be said, 
however, that treks require considerable advance planning 
since porters have to be engaged, provisions stocked and Dak 
Bungalows booked, where available, April, May and 
November are considered the best months for these treks. 


Intending trekkers would do well to contact the 
Assistant Director, Government of India Tourist Office, 
Chaurastha, Darjeeling, well in advance to work out the 
preliminaries, Thereafter, on his advice, the district officials 
have to be contacted before the 


arrangements can be 
completed. 


The Seasons: Darjeeling enjoys two main seasons— 
spring, commencing in April, and autumn, which begins in 
the latter half of September. Between them, the two 
Seasons cover a period of five months. But winter also has 


its attractions especially for those who want a really quiet 
holiday, 


The winding rail track and road to Darjeeling. 


The * Toy Train? 
can be seen in left foreground. 


How to get to Darjeeling: The rail route from 
Calcutta to Darjeeling covers adistance of 416 miles, including 
50 miles by the ‘Toy Train? from Siliguri to Darjeeling. 
This takes over 30 hours and involves 
steamer from Sakrigali Ghat to 
change from the metre-gauge to 
leg of the journey in the hills. 


a ferry crossing by 
Manihari Ghat and another 
the * Toy Train ° for the last 
The ‘Toy Train? takes about 
Journey than cars or buses. 


2} hours longer to cover the 
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For this reason, most visitors go from Calcutta (Scaldah) to 
Siliguri by rail and from there to Darjeeling by motor 
transport. It is an excellent hill road which winds its way 
through tea gardens and luxuriant tropical forests and the 
ferns and cryptomaria of Darjeeling. 


Air services enable passengers to leave Dum Dum 
(Calcutta’s airport) just before breakfast and to reach 
Darjeeling in time for lunch the same day. It is about two 
hours’ flying time to Bagdogra airport, near Siliguri, and 
three and a half hours by car thereafter. Air services have 
been timed to provide convenient connections with the 
service between Dum Dum and Delhi. 


Accommodation: 


(a) Bellevue Hotel, Hotel Mount Everest and Winda- 
mere Hotel. | 

(b) Circuit House—for reservation, write to the Deputy 
Commissioner, Darjeeling. 


Transport: 


Taxis, buses, rickshaws, dandies and ponies. 


KURSEONG 


The sub-divisional town of Kurscong lies on the main 
road and railway line between Siliguri and Darjecling, some 
20 miles from the latter. The town has a population of 
approximately 12,000 and is situated at a height of 4,864 ft. 
It is a fairly important educational centre. Tourists who 
desire an inexpensive holiday and those who consider 
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Two Bhutias blow their ornate trumpets 


To the west of the Rishi La road lies Deolo Hill, taken 
up by the famous St. Andrews’ and Graham’s Homes for 
children. The Homes have done a fine job in providing 
training in handicrafts and cottage industries. 
the Homes should find a place in the itinerary of the visitor. 


At the foot of the Deolo Hill is the West Beng: 
Handicrafts Emporium. 


A visit to 


al Government’s 


South of the market square rises the Durbindara Hill 
which is being developed as the main residenti 


al area by the 
Government. 


A few picturesque houses and gardens 
the only good Western-style 
situated here. 


and 
hotel in Kalimpong, are 


Kalimpong is ideal for a quiet holiday, 
good walks, several interesting 


fishing grounds in the Teest 


There are 
places for treks and good 


а and its tributaries, The best 
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walk is to the summit of Durbindara Hill which commands a 
fine view of the snows, though not comparable to that from 
the Tiger Hill. Everest and Kanchenjanga are not visible, 
but Kabru and a few other peaks are seen. On the other 
hand, the mountains of north Sikkim show up wonderfully 
and a look far up the forest-clad ridges of the Teesta gorge 
is certainly rewarding. 


The drive to Kalimpong from Darjeeling is an experience 
not to be missed. From Ghoom, the road branches off to 
the east and passes through fine forest tracts, first of crypto- 
maria and then lower down the hill, of sa/, oak and maple 
with over-hanging ferns. The forests here are far richer 
than on the Darjeeling side of the hill, and one comes across 
some of the most famous gardens which produce the best 
quality Darjeeling tea. The road itself is an engineering feat, 
descending some 6,000 ft. in the last 12 miles to Teesta bridge. 
On the Kalimpong side, the forest is thinner but wild poin- 
settia, bougainvillea and other flowering plants provide a 
feast of colour from autumn to spring. 


Owing to heavy rainfall, a visit to Kalimpong is not 
advisable during the monsoon months. 
Accommodation: 


(a) Himalayan Hotel. 
(b) Inspection Bungalow—for reservation, write to the 
Executive Engineer, Darjecling. 
Transport: 


Taxis, land-rover cars, buses, rickshaws, dandies and 
ponies, 


PURI, CHILKA LAKE AND GOPALPUR-ON-SEA 


The town of Puri and Chilka Lake lie in the Puri 
district of Orissa. We shall take a bird’s eye view of some 
of the main geographical and historical features of the 
district before we turn to the places themselves. 


PURI 


The district of Puri is approximately 4,043 square miles 
in area, bounded on the north and north-east by Cuttack, on 
the south by the Bay of Bengal and on the west by the district 
of Ganjam. Physically, it contains three distinct tracts. Along 
the sea stretches a belt of sandy ridges which, towards the wes- 
tern frontier, forms a long strip of land dividing the Chilka 
Lake from the sea. Behind this somewhat barren tract lie 
fertile rice fields, mango groves and forests of the Mahanadi 
delta. To its north-west again there is a rocky hill tract, 


long ranges of hills with a few isolated peaks which constitute 
the tribal belt of the State. 


The ancient history of the district is shrouded in 
mystery. It is believed, however, to have been inhabited by 
hill tribes in the pre-Aryan period. In the 3rd century в.с,, 


some Indo-Aryans had migrated to Orissa which was then 
known as Kalinga. In 261 B.C., Kalin 


Ба was incorporated 
in the empire of Asoka the Great 


the event is 
the moral and 


The annual Car Festival at Puri, The chariot of Lord Jagannath is flanked 
by those of his brother and sister 


tireless Chinese traveller, Hiuen Tsang, visited the area about 
640 A.D. and his short but graphic account of the capital 
admirably fits Puri. He remarks that the language of the 
people was the same as that of the rest of India, though 
spoken with a different accent. The people were tall and 
dark-complexioned. Hiuen Tsang found elephants, cowries 
and pearls in use as currency and, according to him, there 
Were numerous temples and shrines. 


The Kesari or Lion Dynasty is believed to have 
ruled Kalinga (Orissa) from 474 to 950 A.D. Most of the 
famous temples of Orissa were built during this period. 
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Various Hindu dynasties of Kalinga fought off the Muslim 
invaders who had by then established themselves in other parts 
of India, but, in the 16th century, Orissa fell to the Afghans. 
Subsequently, it remained a principality of the Mughuls. 
It was during Mughul rule that Puri was first visited by an 
Englishman, William Bruton, in 1633. With their decline, 
the Mahrattas established themselves in Orissa and in 1803 
it passed to the British, Orissa was administered as part of 
Bengal in the early days of British rule. Later, it 
hecame part of the province of Bihar and Orissa. In 1935, 
it was recognized as a separate province. Since Indepen- 
dence, the feudatory states of the eastern region have been 
merged with the modern State of Orissa. 


PURI TOWN 


The town of Puri, about 310 miles south-west of 
Calcutta, has a two-fold attraction for visitors—as a holiday 
resort and as a place of pilgrimage to the holy temple of 
Jagannath, It enjoys an equable climate as the temperature 
rarely falls below 13°5° Centigrade or rises above 32:0? 
Centigrade, While the total rainfall is 55 in. per annum, 
the winter months from December to April hardly see a day 
of rain, Winter is thus the most enjoyable season in Puri. 
Also, the strong and bracing sea breeze makes Puri an excel- 
lent resort even during the summer months, It is only during 
the monsoon and mainly towards the end of it that the 
climate is uncomfortably moist and damp. 


The modern city h 


as been built more or less along the 
beach which is ten min 


ARN E К : 
utes’ walk from the railway station. 
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Here is located the Raj Bhavan (Governor’s Residence), built 
originally in 1913, with its lovely groves of casuarina trees. 
For the tourist, the South-Eastern Railway Hotel provides an 
excellent central point. Comfortable, well-appointed and 
moderate in its charges, visitors can view the sea from the 
hotel itself. A private path leads from its green lawns to the 
sandy beach. 


The beach, which stretches for several miles, is narrowest 
at its eastern end, being only a quarter of a mile wide, but 
it broadens out to the west beyond Raj Bhavan. The sea i$ 
shallow for about a mile from the beach and, even in the 
calmest season, all vessels have to lie a considerable distance 
off-shore. An early visitor describing it over a hundred 
years ago, wrote, “ The surf breaks with such violence on this 
shore during the monsoon that no European boat could live 
for an instant amongst its curling breakers—communication 
with ships from the shore being carried on by the native 
surf-boats. Of these there are two kinds, the mussoola and the 
catamaran. The former is deep, spacious and extremely 
light, not a particle of iron being used in its construction; 
the planks are sewed together with thongs, and the sides, 
though tough, are so elastic that they yield visibly when 
Struck by the sea. The catamaran which is not calculated to 
carry anything but the amphibious being who guides it, is 
a sort of raft, formed merely of three long timbers rudely 
bound together with ropes ". The surf-boats of today are 
much the same as those described in this extract and visitors 
derive as much amusement now from watching them battle 
With the waters as they evidently did in bygone days. The 
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usual facilities like Coastguards and umbrellas are provided by 


H 5 15 

the South-Eastern Railway Hotel. There is also a tenni 
Kp Ё e 

court and a miniature golf course which offer an alternativi 
to sca-bathing. The beach is excellent for riding and walks. 


In describing 


the old city it is as well to mention that 
the name ‘ Puri? 


came into vogue only in recent times, as 
f Jagannath Puri, The great Jagannath 
Temple which dominates the old city was built at least eight 
centuries ago during the reign of Choda Gangadeva, the 
first of the Eastern Ganga kings of Orissa. Built on a high 


Fishermen on the Puri sea-beach 
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plinth, the temple has square structures with elaborate 
carvings and mouldings outside, but a plain interior, except 
for a few paintings in the Nat Mandir or dance hall. The 
roof is shaped like a tapering tower in the sanctuary and is 
pyramidal elsewhere, with domes above. The tower- 
dome is capped by a giant wheel, the emblem of Vishnu. 
The tower, with a base about 80 ft. square, is 192 ft. high 
and stands over a pavement which is in turn 20 ft. higher 
than the level of the road outside. The temple is enclosed 
within a double set of walls pierced by four gates. Within 
the inner courtyard are a number of shrines which are of 
later origin than the main temple. The eastern gateway 
to the temple is known as the Lion Gate, in front of which 
stands the famous Sun Pillar brought from the neighbouring 
temple of Konarak. The pillar is a monolithic shaft, 35 ft. 
high and crowned by a garuda. 


The Jagannath Temple, an example of the Orissa school, 
has a distinctive style of architecture. The earliest of the 
Orissa temples, such as the Parasurameswar Temple, had 
exquisite carvings, though they were small, As the new style 
gradually matured, the temples grew larger, higher and more 


elaborate, so that size and massiveness came to be regarded 


as More important than symmetry, delicacy or devotion to 


fine details, Nevertheless, the Orissa style of architecture 
Temains one of the most complete and interesting in India. 


The Vedic form of nature worship was brought to 
Orissa by the Aryans but it was greatly modified by primitive 


beliefs of the local people. With Asoka came Buddhism, 
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but little trace of it survived after a few centuries. In fact, 
by the Sth or 6th century a.D., Hinduism had won the day 
and Puri became the centre of Siva worship, worship of the 
Sun and of Krishna in the form of Jagannath. Of the origin of 
Jagannath, we are told that long ago, Indradyumna, king 
of Malwa, sent out Brahmins to search for Vishnu. One 
of the Brahmins, Vidyapati, travelled to the country of 
the aborigines. Here, Vidyapati lived in the house of 
Viswabasu, a servant of Lord Jagannath. One day, Viswa- 
basu, who used to take offerings of fruit and flowers to his 
god in the forest, permitted Vidyapati to accompany him 
and see his god who appeared in the form of a blue stone, 
Vidyapati was greatly impressed, and returning to Malwa 
informed the king of what he had seen, 


Then Indradyumna 
collected a large army and w 


ent to the forest to see the blue 
stone. But by then the god had vanished, 


After performing 
sacrifices and undergoing penance, 


Indradyumna heard a 


voice from heaven saying that god Vishnu would appear, 


not as a blue stone, but as a log of wood with certain marks 
on it. Such a log appeared floating on the sca and was 
brought to land and installed with great ceremony at a place 
identified as the garden-house of the present Jagannath 
Temple. Carpenters were ordered to carve the log into an 
image of Jagannath. When they tried to do so, their chisels 
failed and they injured their hands, 
in the form of an old carpenter, 
secluded in a room with the log of wood. After fifteen days, 
the carpenter had vanished, but in the room were the three 
images, Jagannath, his elder brother Balbhadra and his sister, 
Subhadra, 


Then Vishnu appeared 
He was permitted to remain 
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The image of Balbhadra is 6 ft. in height, that of 
Jagannath 5 ft. and of Subhadra 4 ft. They are fashioned 
into a curious resemblance of the human head resting on a 
pedestal. They are painted black, white and yellow, res- 
pectively ; their faces are large and primitively painted and 
their bodies covered with multi-coloured dresses. The two 
brothers have arms projecting forward from the ears, but 
the sister is devoid of limbs. 


Jagannath is, in the eyes of true believers, Lord of the 
Universe, His pre-eminence dates back to the Vaishnavite 
reformation which spread to northern and eastern 
India in the 15th century A.D. In Bengal and Orissa, the 
prophet of this movement was the great Chaitanya (1485- 
1527). The great devotee's name is associated with a number 
of legends in Puri, At the age of twenty-four, he renounced 
the world and devoted himself to the worship of Jagannath. 
He taught that the road to salvation lies in bhakti or devotion 
to God; he was against animal sacrifice, the eating of meat 
and the use of stimulants. The Vaishnavite preaching 
found ready acceptance in Orissa and became a sort of family 
worship throughout the State. 


There are about a dozen festivals which are celebrated 
in the Jagannath temple at different times in the year, the 
most important being the Rath Yatra or the Car Festival. 
This commemorates the journey of Krishna from Gokul to 
Mathura and takes place in June or July each year. At this 
festival, the images are brought out through the Lion Gate 
at an auspicious moment and are placed on enormous 
chariots, The largest of these is that of Lord Jagannath, 
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which is 45 ft. high, 35 ft. square and mounted к dos 
wheels, with a diameter of 7 ft. The cars of Барна es 
Subhadra are a little smaller, Several thousand pilgrims he 
drag the cars to the Gundicha Bari or Garden House, a : 
a mile and a half along the Bura Danda road, The journ А 
takes at least four hours and may take even two days if ther 
is rain and the wheels of the chariots get bogged down та 
the soft sand, There is great enthusiasm among aide 
because it is believed that anyone who touches the sa d 
Lord Jagannath оп this Occasion will be freed from ws 
cycle of births. The images remain at the Gundicha Ba 
for about eight days before they return to the temple. 


The periodicity is 
The festival may come after more than 
occur within а period of twelve years. 
the images are only partially renewed. 
à occurs after a long period, completely 

be made, An element of mystery is 
Ses. А neem tree is selected 


therefore uncertain, 
25 years, or it may 
In the latter case, 
If the Nau Kalebar, 


beneath it, 
the images out of it, 
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descended from Vidyapati who, according to legend, first 
saw Lord Jagannath. A certain article is taken out of the 
old images and placed in the new ones. The priest’s eyes 
are blindfolded and his hands carefully wrapped in cloth. 
So, he can neither feel nor see the sacred article. There are 
various theories about the article. Some believe it is Krishna’s 
bones, others that it is quicksilver, while those who ascribe a 
Buddhist origin to Jagannath contend that it is the Buddha’s 
tooth. ‘ 


Other holy places in Puri are the Gundicha Bari or 
Garden House where the images are kept for a period of 
seven days during the Rath Yatra, It consists of four parts, 


The Indradyumna Tank, Puri 


A specimen of the fine pat paintings of Puri, The 


central motif shows Radh 


ha and Krishna in an amorous 
posture with two gopis in attendance. 


the Bhog Mandir, the Nat Mandir, 
The tower and porch are stated to h 
same time as the Jagann 
Nat Mandir belong to 
surrounded by a w 


the porch and tower. 
ауе been built at the 
ath temple, but the Bhog Mandir and 
a later period, 


The building is 
all and is in the centre 


of a garden. 

A typical feature of Pur 
the neighbourhood, Ther 
dyumna tank on the nort 


Temple is an important ex: 


i temples is the tanks built in 
© are several of these. The Indra- 


-eastern boundary of the Loknath 
ample, 


The Jagannath Temple i 


the Sun Pillar outside the Li 
anyone, 


5 not open to non-Hindus, but 
on Gate may be inspected by 


The temple may also be viewed from the terrace 


nh 


43 


of the Raghunandan Library opposite. This library contains 


a number of ancient palm-leaf chronicles—an important 
source of Orissa's history. 


Shopping: The ancient art of stone-carving, for which 
the Orissa temples are famous, fortunately still survives 
though few of the hereditary artisans are left. The Orissa 
Government is doing its best to save the craft from extinction. 
Specimens of the beautiful sculptures of Puri are displayed 
in the Cottage Industries Emporium which is open on all 
week-days from 8 a.m. to 12 noon and from 4 to 9 p.m. 
Animal horn and soapstone figures of the gods and Orissa 
textiles with interesting tribal and other motifs are available 
here. Brasswareis also a speciality of Orissa and a variety 
of useful articles such as ash-trays, vases and the like may 
be picked up fairly cheap. 


Beautiful silver filigree piece from Cuttack (Orissa) 


т Т Ti 
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Prohibition: There is prohibition in Puri, but liquor 
permits may be obtained from the District Magistrate. 
Foreign tourists are advised to apply for them in advance 
stating their passport number. 

How to get to Puri: The train journey from Calcutta 
to Puri, a distance of 310 miles, takes approximately 12} hours. 
"There are convenient train services between the two places 
covering the journey overnight, Alternatively, you can 
fly to Bhubaneswar and cover the 39 miles to Puri by road. 
The flying time is 1 hour and 40 minutes. 


Accommodation: 


(a) South-Eastern Railway Hotel. 
(b) P.W.D. Inspection Bungalow—for reservation, 


write to the Superintending Engineer, P.W.D., 
Central Circle, Bhubaneswar. 


(c) Circuit House—for reservation, write to the 
District Magistrate, Puri, 


(d) Forest Rest House—for reservation, write to the 


Divisional Forest Officer, Khurda. 
(e) South-Eastern Railway Camping Coach. 
Transport: 


Taxis, buses, bicycle rickshaws and station wagons. 
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CHILKA LAKE 


Hemmed in between mountains and the sea, the Chilka 
lake is an enormous pear-shaped expanse of water, some 
45 miles in length and 10 miles in width. The setting of the 
lake is picturesque. To the south and the west, it is bounded 
by hill ranges and here the lake is dotted by a number of small 
rocky islands. To the north lies the largest expanse of water 
with the island of Nalbana in the middle. This island is, 
as its name suggests, a forest of reeds which supplies the 
mainland with much of its thatching material. On the east, 
the lake is bounded by the Parikud Islands formed by silt 
deposits and by a Jong, narrow strip of land separating it 
from the Bay of Bengal. According to tradition, it came into 
existence in the 4th century A.D. as the result of an inrush 
of the sea, 


The Chilka lake offers excellent opportunities for big 
and small game, as also for a quiet holiday. It is for 
duck-shooting in the winter months that Chilka is most 
famous. Available here are such varieties as the grey 
and comb ducks, the grey-lag and bar-head geese, pintail, 
pochards, plovers and waders. The pink-head duck, a rare 
variety, is reported to have been shot in the lake in 1921. 
But, in addition to duck, the surrounding forests and 
islands (especially Nalbana, Chilki, Naupara and Satpara) 
abound in tigers, panthers and bears. Wild boar, bison, 
sambhar, spotted and barking deer, jungle fowl, blue 
rock pigeon and green pigeon, partridge, bustard and 
bush-quail were once abundant, but are now not as 


frequently seen. 
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Intending hunters must, however, plan their visit with 
some care as the Chilka lake area is not well developed. 
The village of Balugaon, 327 miles from Calcutta on the main 
railway line to Madras, is suggested as the most convenient 
place from which to organise shoots, whether of big or small 
game. Balugaon is a large village with a post and telegraph 
office. Essential supplies including petrol (їп tins) are 
available. Visitors can stay in the house-boat, ‘ Chilka 
Rani', where one cabin is available for tourists, the other 
being reserved for officials, Permission to occupy the boat 
may be obtained from the Collector of Excise, Puri. 

There is also a District Board Inspection Bungalow. 


Permission to occupy this can be obtained from the Engineer, 
or Special Officer, District Board, Puri. 


Three miles north of 
Balugaon, 


there is a P.W.D. Inspection Bungalow at Barkul 
which comes under the control of the Executive Engineer, 
Puri Division, Bhubaneswar. Incidentall 
engaged through the Chowkidar, 
Balugaon. 


Y, cooks may be 


Inspection Bungalow, 
"Transport from Balugaon is by bicycle-rickshaw. 


These are the most convenient places for people who 
desire to shoot duck. However, if accommodation is un- 
available in these, Bara Huntwar Bungalow north-west of 
Balugaon near Banpur village may be tried. This is the 
Khas Mahal Inspection Bungalow, under the control of 


the Tehsildar of Banpur. It can be reached by bus or 
bicycle-rickshaw. 


In the immediate neighbourhood of Balugaon, there 
are two good shooting block: е 


5. Тһе тоге easily accessible is 


My 


2 
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Dhuan Май, 16 miles north-west of Balugaon by a jeepable 
road, via Banpur and Narendrapur. By a better, though 
longer road, Dhuan Nali is 21 miles, the first 8 being along 
the main Khurda road to Sonakhale and then a further 13 
miles along a branch road. Dhuan Nali is a small village 
where limited supplies can be obtained. Accommodation 
can be had here in a Forest Rest House. 


Nine miles west of Dhuan Nali is another fine shooting 
block known as Berbera Rajin. There are two Forest Rest 
Houses at Rajin and an Inspection Bungalow at the nearby 
village of Pratap. 


Breezy day on the Chilka Lake 


Masked dance in a fishing village near Gopalpur 


For shooting fowl on the lake, 
obtained from the District 
sional Officer, Khurda. 
per gun per week. 


a permit should be 
Collector, Puri, or the Sub-Divi- 
The fee for the permit is Rs. 5 


For big game, applications for 
the block, should bi 


Officer, Puri Divisio; 
per gun for a 
of Rs. 25 for 


permission to shoot in 
€ addressed to the Divisional Forest 
n, Khurda. The permit costs Rs. 20 


period of ten days and an additional sum 
each bison shot, 
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Besides Balugaon, other places which сап be tried 
for shooting are Kalipara Ghat, Khallikote and Rambha. 
There is a P.W.D. Inspection Bungalow at Khallikote, 
where 2 double-rooms are available, but no regular cook. 


GOPALPUR-ON-SEA 


This little sea-side town with a population of about 
5,000 has become a popular resort. Gopalpur, in the Ganjam 
district of Orissa, is situated on the Bay of Bengal and is an 
overnight train journey from Calcutta. Visitors have to 
alight from the train at Berhampur railway station and the 
remaining 8 miles to Gopalpur have to be covered by road. 
Gopalpur has an excellent hotel which makes arrangements 


Foaming surf, Gopalpur sea-beach 
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to receive customers at Berhampur and bring them to Gopal- 
pur by car. The best time to visit Gopalpur is from October 
to March when the temperature ranges between 28-9°C. and 


161°C. The sea breeze keeps Gopalpur fairly pleasant even 
in summer. 


Accommodation: 


(a) Western Style Hotels—Palm Beach Hotel and 
Holiday Inn. 


(b) Boarding Houses—Waverley, Sea View Lod 


gc and 
Colben House. 


Transport: 


Taxis and buses. 


SHILLONG 


Shillong, the capital of Assam, situated at a height 
of 5,000 ft. ranks high among the beauty spots of India. 


Assam, which forms the north-eastern frontier of India, 
has an area of 85,012 square miles and is bounded by no 
less than four foreign States. On the south-west lies East 
Pakistan, while the north, north-east and east are bounded 
by Tibet, China and Burma, respectively. The Partition in 
1947 cut off the normal land link between Assam and the rest 
of India and this adversely affected the State’s economy. A 
major feat of engineering was the construction of the Assam 
Rail Link, connecting Assam with Bihar through the former 
princely State of Соосһ-Веһаг. The railway was built over 
difficult terrain in a record period of less than two years. 


The State itself consists of two river valleys, those 
of the Brahmaputra and Surma rivers, which are separated 
by the low Garo and Khasi-Jaintia hills. The hills bound 
Assam on three sides. The valleys are covered with extensive 
forests, rich rice-fields and tea gardens. Tea has, in fact, 
made Assam famous throughout the world. About two-thirds 
of the population of the State reside in the valleys which 
comprise but a third of its total area. The hills, on the 
other hand, are inhabited by a number of tribes, such as, the 
Garo, Khasi, Lushai, the Naga and others. Culturally and 
linguistically, the people of the plains are very different from 


the hill tribes, The latter have their own culture and customs. 
= 


Sailing craft оп the mighty 


Brahmaputra river 
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The Indian Constitution provides for the integration of the 
tribal people with the rest of India, while preserving and 
developing their culture. 


In ancient times, Assam was known as Kamarupa and 
its capital was Pragjyotishpur, near the modern town of 
Gauhati on the south bank of the river Brahmaputra, which 
is the natural gateway to this magnificent valley, Kamarupa 
was a Hindu kingdom and the rulers had contacts with the 
kings of Banaras and Kanauj. On a hill, a few miles out of 
Gauhati, stands the ancient and famous temple of Kamakhya, 
dedicated to the goddess Kali. 


In the seventh century, Kamarupa was visited by the 
Chinese traveller Hiuen Tsang who has left an interesting 
record of his visit. He wrote, “ The country of Kamarupa 
is about 10,000 li (nearly 1,800 miles) in circuit. The capital 
town is five miles round. The land lies low, but is rich and 
regularly cultivated.... The climate is soft and temperate. 
The men are of small stature and their complexion dark- 
yellow, Their language differs a little from that of mid- 
India, Their nature is very impetuous and wild; their 
memories are retentive and they are carnest in study. 


“The name of the present king, who is Brahmin by 
Caste, is Kumar Bhaskar Varman. The king is fond of 
learning and the people are likewise in imitation of him, 
Men of high talent from distant regions, seeking office, visit 
his dominions.... Оп the south-east of this country, 
herds of wild elephants roam about in numbers; therefore, 
in this district, they use them principally for war ". 
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From the tenth to the thirteenth century, internecine 
warfare between three different groups, the Kochs, the 
Chutiahs and Ahoms (a Shan tribe which had entered the 
State from the east) continued, resulting in the supremacy of 
the Ahoms. The Ahoms were efficient rulers and built up a 
stable kingdom which was able to resist the Mughuls. But, 
on the decline of the Ahoms in the early years of the 19th 
century, the territory was captured by the Burmese from 
whom it went to the British in 1826 by the Treaty of Yendabu. 


Relations between the Ahoms and the hill tribes, were, 
as far as it can be ascertained, mo 


re or less like an armed 
truce. The tribes wi 


ere permitted to visit the plains to sell 
their wares at fairs, but hostages were demanded 


of good behaviour. With the establishment of British power 


century, this process 


en the warlike Nagas had capi- 
tulated after a historic siege at Kohima. So far as the 


Khasis were concerned, the establishment of British rule 
occurred much earlier, By 1874, Shillong h 
capital of Assam, Forty 
blished their headqu. 
quently abandoned 


ad become the 
Years earlier, the British had esta- 
arters at Cherrapunji, Which they subse- 
because of excessive rainfall. 


Colonel Gordon, an authori 


ty on the Khasis, describes 
them as usually short in stat 


ure, with long bodies and 


س 


Ап Angami Naga school-girl 
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short legs. Brown in colour, the people of the uplands 
tend to be fairer and the women who, not infrequently, have 
hazel eyes can be very comely. Their foreheads are broad, 
eyes set well apart and the general appearance like that 
of Mongols. Linguistically, the Khasis are different from 
the other tribes of Assam belonging to the Non-Khmer group. 
Their closest affinity is with the Mundas of Chhota Nagpur 
and the various tribes of the Malay Peninsula. Khasi society 
is matrilineal, inheritance being through the youngest 
daughter, who is thus the most important member of the 
family. Khasi women, therefore, have a refreshing spirit of 
independence and will be seen performing a variety of jobs 
from working in the fields to Tunning shops and teaching in 
schools and colleges, The percentage of literacy among the 
Khasis is high, their language being written in the Roman 
script which was introduced by Christian missionaries. 


The Khasi and 
is the headquarters, 
undulating downs, 


Jaintia Hills District, of which Shillong 
is a high table-land, a succession of 
broken occasionally by the valleys of the 
larger hill streams, The higher hills are covered with pine 
and fir trees, oak and rhododendrons. On the lower slopes 
are extensive orange groves and forests of sal and bamboo. 
Shillong itself is a feast of colour in spring and autumn with 


a variety of blossoming trees, wild roses and orchids. 


SHILLONG TOWN 


fairly wide area, Apart from the Burra Bazaar, Laitumukhra, 


Sunny morning in Shillong 


Lol 
Рап and Mongthymmai areas which ‘house the local 


Mu there are several residential localities with pictu- 
ind. ungalows. In the centre of the town is the fine 
i. building of the new Secretariat, and nearby is Raj 
шы (Governors Residence) and the Shillong Club. 
his ee below the Club is the pretty little Ward lake. 
al blogue. lake has well-laid-out walks and gardens 
wil: à . Adjacent to the lake is the Botanical Garden 
жаі A well worth a visit. The Assembly House and the 
opping centre on the Shillong-Gauhati Road are in 


Pretty аза painting is this view 


of Lake Ward, Situated 
his lovely lake is a major 
and sportsmen 


in the middle of Shillong town, th 
attraction for tourists 


its immediate vicinity, 


There are two cinema houses which 
show English and India; 


n films. There are also two cans 
tonments, Happy Valley and Elephant Falls, about six miles 
from the town. The town has good motorable roads and 
taxis are available, The temperature of Shillong ranges 
from about 4°C at its coldest in winter to 24°C in summer. 
It is therefore pleasant throughout the year. The average 
annual rainfall is about 84 inches, and most of it falls 
between May and September, Since the town is situated 
on the hill slope, the drainage is excellent and the rain does 
not interfere with such outdoor activities as golf and tennis. 


In short, Shillong combines the advantages of a hill station 
and a city in the plains. 


While the climate of 


Shillong makes it a pleasant place 
to visit at any time of the 


year, it is naturally most popular 
in the summer when it provides an excellent refuge from 
the heat of the plains. Shillong is at its gayest, however, 
during the Puj t the end of September or early in 


Undoubtedly, the Shillong golf course is among 
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the best in India. Spread over a broad meadow with 
natural water hazards and dotted with clumps of pine, the 
setting of the course is picturesque indeed. Apart from the 
Assam Open Competition, a number of handicap tourna- 
ments, etc., are organised throughout the year, especially 
during the Puja holidays. 


Not far from the golf course is the race course which is 
also managed by the Shillong Club. There are two main 
racing seasons; betting is on the tote. Racing is popular 
if not of a very high order, 


Race Course and Club, Shillong 


Golf Course, Shillong 


There is a fresh Water sw 
Falls, the hill stream being u 
flow of crystal clear water, 
а small restaurant attached 


imming pool at the pe. 
tilised to provide a perpetua 
Refreshments are available at 
to the pool, 


There are a number of pleasant walks around gore 
through well-wooded country, 'The Spread-Eagle, Bish 


5. ses 
Falls and the roads Tunning round the golf and race cour: 
are among the better known, 


The visitor to Shill 
Which is held 
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Shillong Peak, about 1,500 feet higher than the town, 
dominates the surrounding area. It is about six miles by 
road and is a favourite picnic spot. It provides an excellent 
view of Shillong and the undulating countryside around. 
Near the Shillong Peak on the main Upper Shillong road 
are the Elephant Falls, a fairly impressive site in the summer 
season, This is a popular spot for picnics, but is not recom- 
mended during the winter months. 


CHERRAPUNJI 


Nearly thirty-three miles from Shillong, Cherrapunji, 
the wettest place in the world, is situated on a plateau, 
4,455 ft. high. The hills are cleft by enormous gorges and, 
during the rains, there are numerous waterfalls. The most 
famous of these is Mousmai where the fall is over a thousand 


The water, dropping from the 
en silver in the sunlight. 


Mousmai Falls, Cherrapunji. 
immense height, sparkles like molt 
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feet. The gigantic chasms lend Cherrapunji а scenic grand- 
eur rivalled only by places in the heart of the Himalayas. 
Rhododendrons and orchids set the countryside ablaze with 
colour in early summer. Accommodation can be reserved 


in the Circuit House by applying to the Deputy Commis- 
sioner, Shillong. 


The ancient Kamakhya Temple, Assam 


ы = 
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DAWKI 


About as far from Shillong as Cherrapunji is Dawki 
on the main road connecting the Assam capital with the town 
of Sylhet in East Pakistan, The first twelve miles of the road 
are common to Cherrapunji and Dawki, but from Laitlynkhot 
the Dawki road branches off to the south-east. The road 
passes through a narrow gorge and then the valley opens 
up at Pynursula. From here, there is a sharp descent with 
an excellent panoramic view. A small Inspection Bungalow 
provides accommodation which can be reserved through the 
Deputy Commissioner, Shillong. 


SMIT 


East of Shillong Peak, at a distance of about 8 miles 
from the town, lies the village of Smit. Smit comes alive 
when the Nongkhrem festival is held in May or June each 
year. Situated on gentle green downs, the focal point on 
Which all visitors converge is the ‘Ingsad’ or religious house. 
Built in the traditional Khasi style, it is entirely of wood 
with a sloping roof of thatch. According to tradition, no 
metal may be used for the construction of the house. The 
main hall of the Ingsad is known as Ka Shlur and against 
its northern wall stands the trunk of an oak tree complete 
with its bark. This is the holy pillar before which the priests 
and others make obeisance during the festival at a ceremony 
restricted to Khasis. The Ingsad may be inspected by special 
Permission from the Raja of Siem. On its northern side 
isa courtyard in which the dance, the main public ceremony 
of the festival, is held. The youngest unmarried aunt or 
Sister of the Raja wears а golden crown and is accompanied 
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by a servant holding a special umbrella over her head, and 
it is she who opens the dance. By her side dance the 
young unmarried daughters of the villagers, resplendent 
in bright orange garments reaching down to the ankles, 
silver crowns and chains and heavy necklaces made of 
alternating red and gold beads. The women dance with 


small shuffling steps, scarcely moving the feet while the rest 


of the body seems motionless. A few men also take part in 
the dance for which they dress in maroon silk dholis and 
sleeveless embroidered coats. They carry a plumed yak’s tail 


in one hand and occasionally a sword in the other, 


The Nongkhrem festival is a gala occasion for the Khasis. 
A bazaar springs up at the village and entire families, with 


babies tied to their mothers’ backs, trek to Smit to witness 
the dance or to have a good picnic. 


Visitors too would do 
well not to miss it, 


Accommodation: 


(a) Ferndale Hotel, Pinew 

(b) Circuit House-cum 
write to the De 
Hills, Shillong. 


rood Hotel and Peak Hotel. 
-Dak Bungalow—for reservation 
Puty Commissioner, Khasi-Jaintia 


Transport: 
Taxis and buses. 


THE UMTRU PROJECT 


Some 16 miles from Gauhati, a little off the main road 
to Shillong, 


is located the first hydro-electric power project 


E E 


Naga dancers in their colourful costume 


in the State of Assam. A trip to the Umtru Power House 
15 rewarding for the tourist, for the drive off the main road 
is through luxuriant tropical forests and some of the best 
Orange groves in the Khasi hills. Work on the project 
commenced in 1954 and was completed in July 1957. The 
Canadian Government supplied much of the electrical equip- 
Ment as aid under the Colombo Plan. The Umtru river, 
which rises north of Shillong, is a tributary of the mighty 
Brahmaputra. It has a large catchment area and a number 
of natural falls. А little above the highest rapids, the 
Water of the river has been dammed by a masonry weir and 
diverted through tunnels and pipes. Finally, it comes down 
to the three generating units installed in the power house, 
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Fishing: Although there are no fishing spots near 
Shillong, keen anglers should not miss the opportunity of 
the excellent mahseer fishing which Assam affords. Some 
of the bigger streams, such as the Bhoroli, the Dhansiri and 
the Subansiri, are reputed to be the best fishing streams in 
India, and fish weighing up to 50 Ib. have been caught. In 
addition to mahseer, there are many varieties of small fish 
such as boka (carp) and Indian trout which provide good 
fly-fishing. Visitors interested in this sport may contact 


the Senior Conservator of Forests, Shillong, for further 
information, 


Arts and Crafts: Assam, being the home of so many 
tribal peoples, has a great deal to offer the visitor in the 
shape of attractive hand-made articles. Unspoilt by commer- 
cialisation, the hand-woven textiles are perhaps the most 
exciting product of the Nagas and Lushais particularly. 
Out of these are made useful articles for the home, like 
tray covers, table mats, cushion covers and bags. A visit 
to the Cottage Industries Emporium in Shillong is a must 
for the discerning visitor. Here, among other articles, the 
famous Manipuri saris with delicate designs woven in cotton, 
bamboo products, ceremonial Japis or straw hats for decora- 
tion and carved wooden objects are also available. 


How to get to Shillong: 


Shillong is easily accessible 
by air from Calcutta, w 


hile the Assam Rail Link takes the 


Assamese girl doing an embroidery design on a shawl 


on this route. The train journey from Calcutta to Pandu 
takes about 37 hours. Pandu is the railway terminus on 
t s í 
he north bank of the Brahmaputra near Gauhati. 


Accommodation : 

(a) Tourist Lodge at Kohara—for reservation, write to 
the Senior Conservator of Forests, Shillong or to the 
Divisional Forest Officer, Sibsagar Division, Jorhat. 

(b) Forest Inspection Bungalow at Baguri—for reserva- 
tion write to the Divisional Forest Officer, Sibsagar 
Division, Jorhat. 

(c) Kaziranga P.W.D. Inspection 
reservation write to the Sub-Divisional Officer, 
P.W.D., Dergaon. 

(d) Forest Inspection Bungalow at 
reservation write to the Divisional Forest Officer, 


Bungalow—for 


Arimara—for 


Sibsagar Division, Jorhat. 
Transport: 


Jeep station wagon, buses and elephants. 


RANCHI AND HAZARIBAGH 


Ranchi and Hazaribagh, the two resorts in Bihar, lie 
in the Chhota Nagpur Division. Chhota Nagpur is a table- 
land, divided, as it were, in three steps. The highest part 
known as фа! in the west of the division, is as high as 3,500 ft.; 
the middle one, which includes Ranchi and Hazaribagh, 
is at a mean height of 2,000 ft.; while the third and lowest 
one, which covers Singhbhum and Manbhum districts, is 
1,000 ft. above sea level. Ranchi and Hazaribagh thus 
enjoy an excellent climate throughout the year. The best 
season, however, is from October to March when the days 
are bright and sunny and night temperatures sometimes fall 
below freezing point. The warmest months are April and 
May. Even during these months, while the day temperature 
may exceed 37:8*C., the nights are cool and pleasant. During 
the monsoon season, the air remains comparatively dry. 
While the average annual rainfall is nearly 60 inches, the 


drainage in these towns is excellent and the roads remain 
free from slush. 


In addition to its fine climate, the countryside in 
Chhota Nagpur is pleasant and attractive. The central 
plateau has undulating downs. There is not much cultiva- 
tion except in the summer when the gently terraced fields of 
paddy present a landscape of soothing green. Forests are 
mainly of sal and consist mostly of young trees, Other 
trees commonly found are the simul or cotton tree and the 
palas (butea frondosa) with their flaming crimson blossoms, the 


71 


well-known bridal creeper (porana paniculata) with its mass of 
white flowers, the kachnar (bauhinia) with its white, pink and 
mauve blossoms and amaltas (cassia fistula) with its bright 
yellow flowers. Commonly found on the outskirts of villages 
are mango groves which are specially maintained as sacred 
groves by the tribal people of Chhota Nagpur. 


Both big and small game is plentiful in the forests. 
In fact, Chhota Nagpur is famous for its tigers, bears, deer, 
bison and game birds. 


The majority of people in Chhota Nagpur are tribals, 
Consisting of two main groups, the Mundas and the Oraons. 
The former belong to the Austro-Asiatic family and are thus 
linked with the Khasis of Shillong who have been described 
in another section of this book. The Oraons, on the other 
hand, belong to the Dravidian family. Despite these 
differences, the Mundas and Oraons look very much alike 
and their culture and customs show marked similarities. 
Members of both the tribes are short in stature and have 
dark skins, broad noses and luxuriant hair that, unlike the 
Negroid, are straight. Both the Mundas and the Oraons are 
divided into numerous exogamous clans. They erect burial 
slabs over their dead, believe in ancestor worship and have 
‘bachelors’ halls’ in their villages as do the warlike 


Nagas of north-eastern Assam. 


: ‹ 

A word here about the origin of the name Guha 
àgpur? may not be out of place. ‘Chhota ° is a corruption 
which was 


of * Chutiya ? the name of а village near Ranchi 


the site of an old fort erected by the Nagbansi dynasty, whose 


72 


members once ruled the area. The word ‘Nagpur’ is 
derived from this famous dynasty. 


An attempt to outline the history of Chhota Nagpur 
or of modern Bihar would take us far from our immediate 
purpose. Bihar has been described as the heart of India. 
Certainly, it occupies a position of pre-eminence in the history 
of ancient India. The Mauryan Empire and the kingdom 
of Magadha extended over this region and great personalities 
like the Buddha, Mahavira and Asoka are associated with it. 
Bihar was the centre from which their thought and teaching 
spread out in all directions. While most of the monuments 
associated with them are located outside Chhota Nagpur, 
we shall have occasion to refer to the temple of Parasnath. 
It will be sufficient to say that Chhota Nagpur came into 
the hands of the East India Company in 1765 as a part of 


the Diwani. Bihar was part of Bengal in the early days of 
the British administration and be 
together with Orissa, in 1911. With the exception of the 
district of Purulia which was handed over to West Bengal in 
November 1956, Bihar acquired its present boundaries in 1936 
when Orissa was separated. 


came a separate province, 


RANCHI 


Ranchi town is the district headquarter and the summer 


capital of Bihar, Located at 23° North latitude and 85° East 


longitude, it is situated at a height of 2,200 ft. With a 
population of ap 


à proximately 125,000, the town spreads 
over а big area. The town came into prominence in 1834 
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үр Captain Wilkinson, the first Agent of what was then 
"in as the “ South-West Frontier Agency ", occupied it. 
E: ссеззог excavated the Sahib Bandh—an artificial lake. 
is a splendid expanse of water fringed with trees. To the 
idi ign West of the lake are two small temples, while to the 
es isa pillared bathing ghat. Jutting out immediately 
ehind the bathing ghat is Ranchi Hill, black and bare with 
узше» summit. On the summit, a summer-house had 
ТЕА е which has since become a Mahadeo Asthan 
ed residence of the gods) and is sacred both to the 
" and the aborigines. Ranchi Hill gives опе а fine 
view of the town. To the north and east are the water 
reservoirs which look considerably larger than the Sahib 
Bandh, Farther in this direction is Moradabadi Hill with 
This is usually referred 


a ý à 
Brahmo temple on its summit. 
f the poet's association 


8 as the Tagore temple, because © 
че it. West of Ranchi Hill one can see the Jagannath 
Temple, perched upon a little rocky eminence. This tempie 
is seven miles out of Ranchi and, though reputed to be 
a replica in miniature of the famous Jagannath Temple 
"iss is in a different architectural style. The Кай 
ds ie Gar Festival is celebrated here in the same Way 
i uri. Other buildings in Ranchi which deserve mention 
re the Raj Bhavan originally built in 1912 with extensive 
E and a fine Darbar Hall; St. Paul’s Cathedral built 
м 873, and the Roman Catholic Church which was 

mpleted in 1909—all the skilled labour for which was 
Provided by aborigines working under the supervision of 
а lay brother. 


74 


The violent Hundrug 


hagh Falls, near Ranchi 


75 
Besides Ranchi which offers a restful holiday, Chhota 


{до É . H H H 
Nagpur has a number of lovely picnic spots which are casily 
reached from Ranchi by motor car. 


HUNDRUGHAGH 


These picturesque falls lie 27 miles east-north-cast of 
Ranchi, where the Subarnarekha river descends sharply from 
the edge of the plateau with a sheer drop of 320 ft. During 
the rains, when the river is in flood, the falls present a most 
impressive spectacle. From the top of the falls, there is a 
magnificent view of the river winding its way through a narrow 
Sorge in the forest-clad hills to the plains of Hazaribagh. 
Ths pool below the falls is a favourite spot for swimming and 
picnicking, The last 14 miles on the way to the falls has to be 
covered on foot. 


DASAMGHAGH 


The road to these falls also branches off the main 


Purulia road as in the case of the Hundru falls. The distance 
5s about 24 miles and the last 1} miles have to be covered on 
foot. The falls result from a sheer 114-foot descent by thc 


К. Pe 
anchi river over the ledge of a rock. 


GAUTAMDHARA FALLS 
road and then 


About 24 miles along the Purulia à 
Muri-Ranchi 


br; 3 
ranching off from one of the stations on the 
railway line, the road leads to the Gautamdhara falls, 


p te is also a temple near the falls with a statue of Lord 
"ddha, In the guest-house close by, rooms are available for 


an i 
Overnight stay, 
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HIRNI FALLS 


These falls lie 46 miles south of Ranchi off the road 
to Chaibasa and Chakradharpur. 


RAJRUPPA FALLS 


Forty-nine miles from Ranchi, the Bera river joins the 
Damodar іп a small fall. A distinctive feature of this picnic 
spot is the gorge of the Damodar and a swimming pool of deep 


clear water. A temple dedicated to the goddess Kali marks 
the confluence of the Bera and Damodar rivers, 


NETARHAT 


Netarhat is undoubtedly the prize beauty spot of the 
Ranchi district, though the distance—95 miles—makes it 
less easy of access than the places mentioned above. In fact, 
à weck-end is considered the minimum period for an enjoy- 
able visit. Situated at a height of 3,500 ft, Netarhat is a 
pat or plateau over the flat top of a lon, 


g ridge with patches of 
cultivation, The hill 


"Sides are covered with fine reserve 
forests of sal and eucalyptus and groves of pine. The pine 
trees were planted here some decades ago and are thriving: 


There is a network of motor roads in the forest and one can 
motor through the shady groves and enjoy its sylvan atmos- 
phere. There are two b 


athing pools, one on the top of the 
plateau and another on the road leading down to the water- 
fall. 


The reserve forest at N 
for shooting in Chhota Nag 
of tigers (which in this area 


etarhat is one of the best places 
pur. There are a large number 
seem to prefer humans to other 
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prey!) and leopards, wild boar, sambhar, cheetal or spotted 
deer and several species of feathered game. Shooting blocks 
have to be reserved in advance. Those interested should 
apply to the Divisional Forest Officer, Ranchi. 


Incidentally, the drive to Netarhat from Ranchi is an 
attraction in itself. For the first 70 miles, one drives along 
the Gumla Road across undulating downs. Here the visitor 
finds himself in the midst of two hill ranges with dense 
forests and the route is crossed by several mountain streams, 


The wide and placid Gautamdhara Falls 
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The gradient of the road becomes steeper and after several 
hairpin bends it gets to the top of the Netarhat plateau. 


There is a public school at Netarhat and accommoda- 
tion for visitors is available in eight large Dak Bungalows. 


These are adequately furnished and food, both Indian and 
Western style, is available. 


RAMGARH 


North of Ranchi is the main road to Hazaribagh 
town which is 58 miles away. The road traverses the Chhota 
Palu ghat, the hilly portion being about 7 miles in extent. 


The scenery is typical of the Ch 


hota Nagpur plateau with 
dov 


vns, young sal forests and even a tea garden. Just beyond 
half the distance between Ranchi and Hazaribagh lies the 
cantonment town of Ramgarh. 

] 
How to get to Ranchi: Ranchi is about 12 hours 


journey by express train from Calcutta, there being а con- 


venient train which covers the distance overnight. Passengers; 
however, have to change from the broad to the meter gauge 
at Muri junction, From Muri, tourists can go to Ranchi 
also by bus or car Which take less than an hour and à 


half to cover the distance of 42 miles, The road journey 
from Calcutta to Ranchi—300 miles—is mainly along the 
Grand Trunk Road. 


Accommodation: 
(a) South Eastern Railway Hotel, 


(b) Circuit House— for reservation, write to the 
Collector, Ranchi, 
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(c) P.W.D. Inspection Bungalow—for reservation, 
write to the Executive Engineer, P.W.D., Ranchi. 

(d) New Circuit House—for reservation, write to the 
Executive Engineer, P.W.D., Doranda, Ranchi. 

(e) Forest Rest House—for reservation write to the 
Divisional Forest Officer, Doranda, Ranchi. 

(f) Ranchi Club—for reservation, write to the 
Secretary, Ranchi Club, Ranchi. 


Transport: 


Taxis and bicycle-rickshaws. 
HAZARIBAGH 


* Hazaribagh town, the headquarters of that district, is 
uated at a height of 2,005 feet. The population, according 
to the Census of 1951, was 35,000. The town has good 
roads, is well-drained and is practically free from congestion. 

ne orderly lay-out owes a great deal to military origin of 
the town, Which came into existence practically with the 
raising of the Ramgarh battalion in 1780. 


7 Hazaribagh enjoys an excellent climate and is a good 
choice for a quiet holiday. While there is little by way of 
Organised entertainment, it has a fine park and is an 
Excellent centre for organising driving excursions in the 
Countryside, In fact, Hazaribagh is at the junction of three 
Important roads, the Ramgarh-Ranchi road, the road to 
Barhi (23 miles) and the Bagodar road (32 miles). 
of the 


The Canary Hill Park is situated a mile to the cast of t 
ering 


"син House, It is welllaid out and has many flow 
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trees. There are three small lakes in the Park, one of which 
has fish. А bathing pool is attached to one of the lakes. 


NATIONAL PARK 


Famous for its wild life, the Chhota Nagpur plateau 
has been fast getting depleted in game. Аз part of the 
all-India plan for the preservation of wild life, a National 
Park has been established only 18 miles from Hazaribagh. 
The Park is spread over an area of 190 square miles of 
forest land. Metalled roads have been laid out and ten 
watch-towers have been erected. These have been built 
over salt-licks or pools and streams to enable visitors to 
have a good view of the animals. One of the enchanting 
spots in the Park is the Tiger Falls, less frequented today 
by wild animals than before owing to its proximity to a busy 
highway. There are several rivulets in the Park which 
draw their water from the monsoon rains, The rivulets 


have now been dammed to store water for the dry winter 
months. 


The wild life in this Park incl 
sambhar, 


kinds. 


udes tiger, leopard, bear; 
cheetal, other varieties of deer and birds of many 
It must be Stated, however, that the National 
Park has been in existence only for a short time and the 


animals therefore have not yet lost their fear of human 
beings to the same extent as in the Kaziranga Wild Life 
Sanctuary in Assam, A 


\ п part from providing an opportunity 
of seeing wild life, the sanctuary is a fine place for a picnic 
or a quiet holiday. There is a well-furnished rest house 


where visitors can comfortably spend the night. Arrange- 
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ments for boarding exist at the rest houses. Applications 
for reservation should be addressed to the Divisional Forest 
Officer, Hazaribagh. 


DAMODAR VALLEY CORPORATION 


. Two dams of the Damodar Valley Project, viz., the 
Tilaiya Dam and the Konar Dam, and the Bokaro Thermal 
Power Station, one of the largest of its kind in the world, 
are all within a radius of 50 miles from Hazaribagh. The 
Damodar River Valley project is one of the major multi- 
Purpose projects in India, and the dams and power-stations 
Will be of interest to tourists as an indication of the planned 
Progress being made in the country. Briefly, it may be men- 
tioned that the monsoon-fed Damodar river rises in the Chhota 
Nagpur hills and flows for about a hundred miles through 

Zaribagh District. Owing to heavy seasonal rains, the 

amodar was subject to periodic floods which caused great 
devastation, To harness the river, the Damodar Valley 

Orporation was set up in 1948 on the lines of the T. V.A. in 
the United States. The project was described by General 

А. Wheeler, Engineering Adviser to the World Bank, 


as М 3 ia is justl 
Bur amazing project", of which modern India is justy 
Proud, 


Tila iva Dam 


‘haat 
The Tilaiya Dam is 33 miles north of Hazaribagh 


Or А ith the 
* the Barakar river, 130 miles above its confluence wi 


an 
amodar P 5 ork on the dam beg: 
x s d work О 
Б he main excavation chedule. 


in January 1950 and was completed according to S 
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It was formally opened by the Prime Minister on the ca 
of February, 1953. The height of the dam is 99 fect an xd 
has a total length of 1,200 feet. The water reservoir is pug 
of irrigating approximately 99,000 acres of land ae eh 
power units are each capable of generating 2,000 ki gie 
of energy, which is being distributed to Hazaribag P um 
Kodarma, a neighbouring railway station. The Tilaiya a 
was the first all-concrete dam to be built in India. 


Konar Dam 


А ° Hazaribagh 
The Копаг Dam, some 34 miles east of Hazaribag 
d i ve 1S 
has been constructed on the Konar river, 23 miles above 
confluence with the Damodar. Work on the dam was Tre. ; 
1 55 i е 

in May 1950 and completed in 1955. The dam is 160 fe 


high and nearly 12,080 feet long. The total impoundage 


У А ides 400 
of water is 2,60,000 acre-feet, This reservoir provides 40 


4 ion. 
cusecs of water per day to the Bokaro Thermal Power Statio! 
It provides irrigation for 1,04,000 acres of land. 


Bokaro Thermal Station 


The Bokaro Thermal Station, 48 miles east of Hazari- 
bagh and just south of the Konar D. 


the Prime Minister in February 1953 
units, cach capable of 
have also been install 
unit. One of the m 
Was to make up 
supply 


am, was inaugurated bY 
- Since then, two other 
producing 50,000 kilowatts of energy 
ed and provision made for a fourth 


ain purposes of the thermal station 
for the 


owing to the seasonal 
rivers in the Damodar basin, 


unstable hydro-electric powe! 
fluctuation in the flow of the 
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Р At each of these sites, the D.V.C. has a Guest House 
with excellent arrangements for board and lodging. 
Applications should be addressed to the Public Relations 
Officer, D.V.C., Anderson House, Alipore, Calcutta-27. 


KODARMA 


Forty-two miles north of Hazaribagh lies Kodarma 
Which is noted for its rich deposits of mica. Near Kodarma 


A banca Y is i à 
Panoramic view of Tilaiva Dam. The power-house is in the foreground. 
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there is a game sanctuary. For the three Rest Houses at 
Kodarma, Dhab and Meghatari, reservation has to be made 
through the Divisional Forest Officer, Hazaribagh. Cooking 


utensils, crockery and cutlery are available but provisions 
have to be taken. 


PARASNATH 


North-east of Hazaribagh, about 50 miles away, is 
the sacred hill of Parasnath, 4,481 feet high. Rising steeply 
from the plains, Parasnath is like a beautiful cone with а 
rugged peak of deep grey. The Santhal aborigines of the 
region worship the hill as a deity—Marang Baru. 1% chief 
importance, however, lies in its sanctity for the followers 
of the Jain faith. It is believed that a number of Jain 
saints, including the holy Parasvanath, attained nirvana on 
this hill. There are several temples on the hill, but the most 
important is the temple of Parasnath on the south-east side 
of the summit, This temple is a blend of Hindu and Muslim 
styles of architecture, having not only arched entrances bet- 
ween single pillars but also five fluted domes, These domes аге 


well ornamented and have pointed spires with arrow-heads 
shooting out of the tops of the minarets 


of the temple is remarkable for its simpli 
is composed of five slabs of blue-veined marble and, on 4 
marble pediment, sit five serenely beautiful images of the 
r^ „шй, The central figure, which is cut out 
ofa » Piece of black marble, is that of Parasvanath sitting 
id jo hi an attitude of abstract meditation. This 
Sure, described as remarkably е i 

ч а raceful, is А and 

een hix. Yg ; 18 between three 


The central chamber 
city. The pavement 
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There is a dak bungalow at the summit of Parasnath, 
but the difficulty in getting water makes it inconvenient as 
a halting place. There is a good bungalow at Dumri, but 
the southern face of the hill is rather steep. Pilgrims and 
visitors prefer to climb the northern face from Madhuban, 
a few miles from Dumri on the Giridih road. 


How to get to Hazaribagh: Although there is no 
railway line to Hazaribagh, it is not a difficult place to reach. 
The nearest railway station is Ramgarh, about 30 miles away. 
Hazaribagh Road, an important railway terminus, is 41 
miles away and the bus journey from there to the town takes 
barely two hours, It can be easily reached by road also from 
Calcutta, the distance being only 245 miles. 


Accommodation: 


(a) Circuit House—for reservation, write to the Deputy 


Commissioner, Hazaribagh. А 
(b) P.W.D. Inspection Bungalow—for d EUR 
write to the Executive Engineer, Корне 
bagh. 
(c) Dak Bungalow—for reservation, Р 
District Engineer, District Board, Hazaribagh. 
(d) D.V.C. Bungalow—for reservation write to the 
Public Relations Officer, D. V.C , Anderson House, 


Alipore, Calcutta. 


write to the 


Transport: 


Buses and bicycle-rickshaws. 


APPENDIX 


DARJEELING 
General Information: 
(a) Area .. 41 sq. miles. 
(b) Population «+ 35,000 (approximate). 
(c) Altitude .. 7,000 ft. 
(d) Climate .. Winter—Max. 8:3*C. Min. 11°C. 


Summer—Max, 22:2*C. Min. 16°6°C. 
Rainfall—131:5" (average). 

Season—April to June and October to 
November. 

Light woollen in Spring and Summer, heavy 
woollen in Autumn and Winter. 

Nepalese, Tibetan, Bengali, Hindi and English. 


(c) Clothing 8 


(f) Languages = 


Communications and Transport: 


DISTANCES: 
By air By rail By road 
(up to Bagdogra) 
Bagdogra A РЕ 56 miles 
Bombay 1,320 miles 1,639 miles 
Calcutta 279 miles 416 miles . 
Delhi 1,099 miles 961 miles 
Kurseong T 19 miles e» 
Siliguri =e 50 miles 51 miles 


LOCAL Transport: Taxis, Dandies, Rickshaws and Ponies. 


Accommodation: 


WESTERN STYLE Horets: Bellevue Hotel, Central Hotel, Everest Hotel, 
Mount Everest Hotel, New Elgin Hotel and 
Windamere Hotel. The rates range from Rs. 13/- 


to Rs. 35/- for a single room and Rs. 24/- to 
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Rs. 75/- for а double room, inclusive of board and 

Тр асы lodging. 
N STYLE Horers: Central Boarding, Eastern Hotel, Eden Hotel, 
Hindu Hotel, Hotel Alice, Indian Hotel, Janata 
Hotel, Lewis Jubilee Snow View Hotel. The 
rates range from Rs. 5/- to Rs. 16/- for a single 
room and Ёз. 15/- to Rs. 29/- for a double room, 


inclusive of board and lodging. 


OTHER ACCOMMODATION: 
No. of Rates 
YW beds 
М.С.А, © Ty: т 
А. “Ivanhoe” 40 Ёз. 12/- to Rs. 15/- per Secretary, ҮМ.С.А,, 
head, inclusive of Darjeeling. 
board and lodging. 


For reservation contact 


Circui 
ШЕ 14 Rs. 3:50, lodging only Deputy Commissioner, 
Youth Hostels (Meals extra). Darjecling. 
Lodging only — 
Ghoom Bhanjang 9 50 nP. per head per Divisional Forcst 
Manay Bhan} day (Meals extra). Officer, Darjeeling. 
njang 9  50nP.per head per Divisional Forest 
Tonglu day (Meals extra). Officer, Darjeeling. 
9 50 nP. per head per Divisional Forest 
Phalut day (Meals extra). Offices Darjeeling. 
6 50 nP. рег head per Divisional Forest 
Sandak day (Meals extra). omen Darjeeling. 
phy 9 50 nP. per head per Divisional Forest 


In day (Meals extra). Officer, Darjeeling. 
formation Centres: 
Government of India Tourist Office, 
2. Deputy Commissioner's Office, Darjeeling. 
Miscellaneous: 
че. ш Not in force. 
ERVICE: Local Guides can be arran 
India Tourist Office. 


Chaurastha, Darjecling- 


ged by the Government of 
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Suorpinc CENTRES: Chaurastha, Laden La Road, Mount Pleasant 
Road, Nehru Road and Market Square. 


Excursions: Kalimpong -. 31 miles. 
(by road) Kurseong .. 19 miles. 
Gangtok .. 60 miles. 


Note.— Permit is required to visit Gangtok. Application in the prescribed 


form should be made to the Deputy Commissioner, Darjeeling at 
least a fortnight in advance. 


KURSEONG 
General Information: 
(a) Area . V5 sq. miles. 
(b) Population .. 11,719. 
(c) Altitude -. 4,864 feet. 
(d) Climate .. Winter—Max. 10°С. Min. 3:1*C. 
Summer—Max. 18:3*C. Min. 16°6°C. 
Rainfall—160" (average). 
Season—April to June and October to 
November. 
(c) Clothing Woollen in Winter and tropical and light woollen 
in Summer. 
(f) Languages .. Bengali, Tibetan, Hindi and English. 


Communications and Transport: 


DISTANCES: 
By air By rail By road 
Bagdogra җа e 32 miles. 
Calcutta 279 miles (up to 350 miles 
Bagdogra airport) 

Darjeeling T 19 miles 19 miles 
Siliguri gs 31 miles 31 miles, 

Locat Transport: Dandies, Rickshaws and Ponies. 
Accommodation: 

Horzrs: 


Cassino Hotel, Plain's V 
are Rs, 15:00 per head 
board and lodging. 


iew Hotel. Rates 
per day inclusive of 
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INSPECTION BUNGALOW: No. of beds—2. Lodging charges are 
Rs. 3°50 per day per room plus 50 nP. electri- 
city charges. For reservation write to the 
Executive Engincer, Darjeeling. 


Miscellaneous: 
ны: ` Not in force. 
i CENTRES: Chowk Bazaar. 
excursions (by road): Darjeeling хе. domes 
Siliguri 31 miles. 
General Information: cn ii 
(a) Area .. 3°6 sq. miles. 


(b) Population .. 16,677. 

(c) Altitude .. 4,100 ft. 

(d) Climate — .. Winter-Max. 15°C. Min. 12°С. 
Summer-Max. 26°6°C. Min. 172°C. 


Rainfall- 86:20" (average). 


Season-March to May and October to December. 


(c) Clothing — .. Heavy woollen in Winter and light woollen in 
Summer. 


(f) Languages .. Bengali, Tibetan, Nepalese and English. 


C P 
ommunications and Transport: 


Distances: 
are By air By rail By road 
(Nearest Airport (Nearest Rail- 
is at Bagdogra) way Station is at 
Siliguri) 
Bagdogra 48 miles via Teesta. 
arjecling 31 miles via Peshoke 
А Road. 
Gangtok 47 miles via Teesta. 
Siliguri 42 miles via Teesta. 


Loca, Transport: Rickshaws, Dandies and Ponies: 


Accommodation: 


(a) WESTERN STYLE HOTEL: 


(b) Іхѕрестох BUNGALOW: 


Miscellaneous: 
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Himalayan Hotel. Rates range from Rs. 20/- 
to Rs. 25/- for a single room and Rs. 40/- to 
Rs. 42/- for a double room, inclusive of board 
and lodging. . 

No. of beds 6. Lodging charges are Rs. 3/- 
рег day per double room. Reservation 
authority: Executive Engineer (W,B.), 
Darjecling. 


PROHIBITION: Not in force. 


SHOPPING CENTRES: 


Assam Government Emporium, Kalimpong, Rishi 


La Road and 10th Mile Area, 


EXCURSIONS: 


Darjeeling .. 31 miles. 
(by road) Gangtok 


.. 47 miles. 


Сепега1 Information: 


(a) Area РЕ 
(b) Population .. 
(c) Altitude 
(d) Climate 


(c) Clothing 


(f) Languages 
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PURI 


7 sq. miles. 

49,057. 

Sea level. 

Winter—Max. 26°6°C. Min. 10:5°С. 
Summer—Max. 40°6°C. Min. 26°6°C. 
Rainfall—18-93” (Mid-June to September). 
Season—Throughout the year except during the 
monsoon. 

Light woollen in winter and light cotton in 


summer. 
Oriya, Hindi and English. 


Co; ae 
mmunications and Transport: 


Distances: 


By air 
Bombay 


Bhubaneswar 


Calcutta 


Nearest Airport 1,252 miles 
is at Bhubaneswar. 


Nearest Airport 


By rail By road 


1,152 miles via Nasik, Dhulia, 
Bhusaval, Nagpur, Raipur, 
Sambalpur, Angul, Cuttack 
and Bhubaneswar. 

38 miles 39 miles via Pipli and 
Sakhigopal. 

310 miles 572 miles via Burdwan, 

Asansol, Dhanbad, Purulia, 


is at Bhubaneswar. a 
Jamshedpur, Chaibassa, Jaj- 


Cuttack 


pur Road (impassable from 
June to December). Ferry 
crossing across River Brah- 


minee at Jenapur, and across 
r Mahanadi at Chowd- 


rive 
wari and Bhubaneswar. 
62 miles via Bhubaneswar. 


56 miles 
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Places By air By rail By road 
Delhi Nearest Airport 1,205 miles 1,146 miles via Mathura, 
is at Bhubaneswar. Agra, Kanpur, Allahabad, 


Varanasi (Banaras), Moghal- 
sarai, Sasaram, Dehri-on- 
Sone, Gobindpur, Dhanbad, 
Purulia, Jamshedpur, Chai- 
bassa, Jajpur Road, Cuttack 
and Bhubaneswar. 


LOCAL Transport: Taxis, buses and bicycle rickshaws. 


Accommodation: 


Western STYLE Horers: South Eastern Railway Hotel: Rates range from 


Rs, 25/- to Rs. 30/- for a single room and 
Rs. 40/- to Rs. 45/- for a double room, inclusive 
of board and lodging. 

Sea View Hotel, Puri Hotel, Victoria Club 
Hotel, Beach Hotel, Barons Hotel, Puri View 
Hotel, Ocean View Hotel, Grand Hotel, Bay 
View Hotel and the Lodge. 

Rates range from Rs. 4/- to Rs. 10/-, per head 
per day inclusive of board and lodging. 


INDIAN SryLe Horers: 


OTHER ACCOMMODATION: 


No. of Lodging charges For reservation contact 
beds 
P.W.D. Inspec- 8 Rs. 3:75 per head per Superintending Engi- 
tion Bungalow day (meals extra). neer, P.W.D. Central 
Circle, Bhubaneswar. 
Circuit House 12 Rs. 3°75 per head per District Magistrate, 
day (meals extra). Puri, 
en Rest 8 Rs. 2:50 per head per Divisional Forest Offi- 
ouse day (meals extra). cer, Khurda. 
> : 
S. E. Railway 18 Re. 1/- 


er head Station M i 
Camping Coach berths P € рег Station Master, Puri. 


day. 


Information Centres: 


(a) District Public Relations Officer, Government of Orissa, Puri. 
(b) General Information Centre, Government of Orissa, Lion Gate, 
Jagannath Temple, Puri. 


Miscellaneous e 


Pronox; There is prohibition in Puri. Bonafide tourists holding 
tourist visas may obtain liquor permits from the District 
Magistrate, Puri. 

Guy Service: Nil. 


SHOPPING Khadi and Village Cottage Industries Emporium, 
CENTRES: Laxmi House, Bura Danda and Grand Road. 
Excursions: Sakhigopal Temple 12:00188 
by road) Konarak (Sun Temple 7th to T 
10th century) 53 ane 
Bhubaneswar (temples) ai Эш 
GOPALPUR-ON-SEA 
General Information: 
(а) Area 1 sq. mile. 


(b) Population .. 5,000. 

(©) Altitude — .. 10 feet. ч 

(9) Climate .. Winter—Max. 289°C. Min. 161 s 
Summer—Max. 35°5°С. Min. 22 6°C. 
Rainfall—46-69” (average). 
Season—Throughout the year, 
monsoon. Nue 

ч Clothing .. Light woollen in Winter and cotton in Summ 


Languages .. Oriya, Telegu and English. 


except during 


m; desc 
munications and Transport: 


Distances: 
By road 
TA {аз1К, ja, Indore, 
1 134 абы 1,228 miles via Nasik, ша а 
"tup to Jhansi, Kanpur, nn Een 
Berhampur) (Banaras); Sasaram, PÛ раа 
е bad, Purulia, Jamshedpur, 
> 


Place By rail 
Bhubaneswar 102 miles 
Calcutta 375 miles 


Chilka Lake (at 
Balugaon) 


Chilka Lake (at 
Barkul) 


Chilka Lake (at 
Rambha) 


Delhi 1,270 miles 


Madras 658 miles 


Visakhapatnam 275 miles 
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By road 


(impassable during June-December. Ferry 
crossing across river Brahmince | at 
Jenapur and across river Mahanadi r 
Chowdwara), Jajpur Road, Cuttack ап! 
Bhubaneswar. 

115 miles via Khurda, Barkul and 
Chhatarpur. 

648 miles via Burdwan, Asansol, Dhan- 
bad, Purulia, Jamshedpur, Chaibassa, 
Jajpur Road (impassable during June- 
December. Ferry crossing across river 
Brahminee at Jenapur and across river 
Mahanadi at Chowdwara), Cuttack, 
Bhubaneswar and Barkul. 

58 miles via Khurda. 


55 miles via Khurda. 
48 miles via Khurda, 


1,222 miles via Mathura, Agra, Kanpur, 
Allahabad, Varanasi (Banaras), Sasaram, 
Gobindpur, Dhanbad, Purulia, Jamshed- 
pur (impassable during June-December. 
Ferry crossing across river Brahminee at 
Jenapur and across river Mahanadi at 
Chowdwara), Chaibassa, Jajpur Road, 
Cuttack, Bhubaneswar- and Barkul, 
641 miles via Bezwada (River Krishna is 
impassable from June to January. Car 
can be railed from Krishna Canal or 
Guntur to Bezwada), Kovvuru, Rajah- 
mundry (River Godavari is unbridged, 
ferry may be arranged, It is better to 
rail the car from Tadepalligudam to 
Rajahmundry), Anakapalli, ^ Visakha- 


patnam, Chicacole, Ichapuram and 
Berhampur. 


281 miles via Chittivalesa and Berhampur. 
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Loca. 
L à 
Transport: Taxis and Buses 


Accommo ations 


Ноты; 
Palm Beach Hotel and Holiday Inn. 


Ra 

LE from Rs. 12/- to Rs. 50/- for a single room 

^ s. 22]- to Rs. 45/- for a double room, inclusive of 
oard and lodging. 


Boany; 
ING 
Houses oe Sea View Lodge and Colben House. 
: ates are Rs. 8/- to Rs, 20/- per day per head, including 
R оага and lodging. 
БУ Houses; 


Ne " " 
0. of Lodging charges For reservation contact 


лур beds 
pete Tn i 
ligi, non 6 Rs, 3775 plus 75 nP. 
electricity charges 
per head. 


Superintending Engi- 
neer, Western Circle, 
Berhampur, Ganjam 
District, Orissa. 

Special Officer, District 


District Road 
Board, Berhampur. 


^k Bungalow 4 Rs. 2/- plus 37 nP. 
electricity charges 
per head. 


Info. 
*mation Centre: 


Publi 
ic Relat; 
. clations Officer, Orissa Government, Berhampur. 
Mis, 
Р, Sellaneous: 
ROHIB 
ITION: А Р 
: There is prohibition in Gopalpur-on-Sea. Bonafide 
obtain ‘liquor 


tourists holding tourist * visas’ may 
' from the District Magistrate. 


Stopping с permits 
Eph n Khadi Emporium, Berhampur. 
(by road NSS Chilka Lake (at Barkul) +. 55 miles 
) Taptapani (Hot springs) 42 miles. 
Russelkonda Reservoir .. 60 miles. 
27 miles. 


Taratarini oe 


General Information: 


(a) Area 

(b) Population 
(c) Altitude 
(4) Climate 


(e) Clothing 


(Г) Languages 
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SHILLONG 


+8 sq. miles. 

58,512. 

5,000 ft. 

Winter—Max. 15°5°C. Min. 41°С. 
Summer—Max. 23:3*C. Min. 15°C. 
Rainfall—84-62” (average). . 
Season—April to June and October to Nov. 


; А " » on in 
Heavy woollen in Winter and light woollen 
Summer. 


Assamese and English. 


Communications and Transport: 


Distances; 


Calcutta 


310 miles 


(up 
Gauhati 
Pandu 


Loca. TRANSPORT: 


Accommodation : 


WESTERN Styne Horxis: 


Circurr Hovss-cuw-D Ay 
Buxcarow; 


By air Ву rail By road 
645 miles 
to Gauhati) (up to Pandu 
69 miles. 
as 67 miles. 


Taxis and buses. 


Pinewood Hotel, Peak Hotel and Ferndale Hotel- 
Rates range from Rs, 14/. to Rs, 26/- for asingle 
room and Rs. 26/. to Rs, 50/- for a double room 
inclusive of board and lodging. 


No. of beds 6. Lodging charges Rs. 1°50 per 
head рег day. Meals extra. Reservation 
Authority: Deputy Commissioner, United Khasi- 
Jaintia Hills, Shillong. 
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Information Centre: 


Publicity 
ublicity Officer, Government of Assam, Shillong 


Miscellaneous: 
AAORIBTDON: Not in forcc. 
SHOPPING Cesare 5 i: 
Sent © Centres; Police Bazaar and Burra Bazaar. 
ie . (by Cherrapunji .. 33 miles. 
ad): Jowai .. .. 40 miles. 
Moflung .. 25 miles. 
Pynursula .. 31 miles. 


KAZIRANGA GAME SANCTUARY 
Genera Information: 


T ie á sts Ies sq. miles. 
(c) Gis ude .. 286 feet. | 
mate .. Winter—Max, 27:2°C. Min. 111°C. 

Summer—Max. 32'2°C. Min. 15°5°С. 
Rainfall—63:46" (average). 

Season—October to June—the best period being 
November to April. 


(d) Clothing .. Woollen in Winter and cotton in Summer. 


Co; 
m; i i 
munications and Transport: 


Distances: 
J By air By rail By road 

orhat (railhead and М, И байа 

airport for Kazi- 

ranga) 
Cal 

на 480 тйез 

; up to Jorhat) » | 

Tels : 70 = 240 miles 135 miles via 
(upto Jorhat) Jorhat and Nowgong 


(up to Jorhat) 


LOCAL TRANSPORT: 


Accommodation: 


Tourist Lodge, 
Kohara 


Forest Inspection 
Bungalow, Baguri 
(7 miles from 
Kohara) 

Kaziranga P.W.D. 
Inspection Bunga- 
low. 


Forest Inspection 
Bungalow (3 mile 
from River Brah- 
maputra). 


98 


Jeep station wagon is available at Jorhat airport 
for use between the airport and the Sanctuary. 


. There is a bus service at regular intervals between 


Gauhati and Jorhat. 


- Jeep station wagon for use within the limits of the 


Sanctuary is available for Rs. 10/- per person or 
Rs, 15/- for two or more persons. 


. State Transport buses (41 seater) can be hired from 


the Divisional Superintendent, State ‘Transport, 
Jorhat. 


+ Nine elephants are available for taking visitors in- 


side the Sanctuary, charges being Rs. 10/- per head 
per day, Rs. 16/- for two and Rs. 21/- for threc. 
For reservation write to the Divisional Forest Officer, 


Sibsagar Division, Jorhat or Conservator of Forests, 
Assam, Shillong. 


No. of Lodging charges 

beds 

10 Rs. 3/- per head on Divisional Forest 
ground floor, Rs. 4/- Officer, Sibsagar 
per head on first Division, Jorhat, 
floor, Rs. 5/- for a Assam. 
couple on ground 
floor, Rs. 7/- for a 
couple on first floor. 
Meals extra. 

8 Rs, 2/- per head per Divisional 

day. 


For reservation contact 


Forest 
Officer, Sibsagar Divi- 
sion, Jorhat, Assam, 


Sub-Divisional Officer, 
P.W.D. »Dergaon, 
Assam. 
6 Divisional Forest 
Officer, Sibsagar Divi- 
sion, Jorhat, Assam. 


a 


— тта 


Miscellaneous: 


For TAKING 
PHOTOGRAPHS: 


Gume SERVICE: 


View PERMIT: 


Fire-arss: 


GATE Fre: 


Moron Launen: 
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Cine Camera: Rs. 10/- per day per person for profes- 
sionals, Rs. 5/- per day per person for 
amateurs. 

Rs. 5/- per day per person for profes- 
sionals. Rs. 2/- per day per person for 


amateurs. 


Still Camera: 


Game staff at Kohara serve as guides. 


Rs. 5/- per head per day are charged for viewing the 


animals in the Sanctuary. 


No fire-arms are allowed inside the Sanctuary. 


ceps and cars and Rs. 7:50 per 


Rs. 3/- per vchicle for j 
ed for driving 


vehicle for trucks and buses arc charg 


through the Sanctuary. 


A motor launch is available for hire at Rs. 3/- per head 
ns. Ordinary boats 


per hour or Rs. 10/- for four perso! Ee 
can be hired at 50 nP. per head per hour or Rs. 


for the full boat. 


m de^ 
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RANCHI 
"General Information: 
(a) Area 14 sq. miles. 
(b) Population 1,25,045. 
(c) Altitude 2,200 feet. 


(d) Climate 


Winter—Max. 25°5°C. Min. 6:6°С. 


Summer—Max. 40:5*C. Min. 21-1°С. 
Rainfall—58-11” (average). 
Season—October to February, 


(e) Clothing 
(f) Languages 


Light cotton in Summer and woollen in Winter. 
Hindi and English. 


Communications and Transport: 


DISTANCES: 
Place By rail 
Bombay 1,163 miles (via 
Tatanagar and 
Puri) 
Calcutta 251 miles 
Delhi 773 miles 


(via Gomoh) 


By road 


1,251 miles via Nasik, Dhulia, Indore, 
Jhansi, Kanpur, Allahabad (Crossing of 
Ganga by pontoon bridge from Novem- 
ber to June. Rest of the year Hanu- 
manganj-Phaphamau diversion should 
be used—8 miles extra), Varanasi 
(Banaras),  Moghalsarai, Ѕаѕагат, 
Dehri-on-Sone (Cross Sone river by 
ferry or train), Aurangabad, Barhi, 
Hazaribagh, Ramgarh. 

285 miles via Asansol, Gobindpur; 
Dhanbad and Muri. 

713 miles via Ghaziabad, Aligarh, 
Kanpur, Allahabad 
Ganga by pontoon bridge from 


November to June. Rest of the year 
Hanumanganj-Phaphamau 
should be 


(Crossing of 


diversion 


used—8 miles extra), 
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PL 

MEE By rail By road 
Varanasi (Banaras), Moghalsarai, 
Sasaram, Dehri-on-Sone (Cross Sone 
river by ferry or train), Aurangabad, 
Barhi, Hazaribagh, Ramgarh. 


1,045 miles via Bezwada (from June to 
January Krishna river is in floods; car 
may be railed from Krishna Canal or 
Guntur to Bezwada), Kovvuru, Rajah- 
mundry (Godavari is unbridged, ferry 


Ma 

adras 1,139 miles (via 
Kharagpur and 
Puri) 


may be arranged or better to rail car 
from Tadepalligudam to Rajahmundry) 
Anakapalli, Cuttack (cross Mahanadi 
river by ferry), Dharamsala (road from 
Cuttack to Jajpur Road is a fair weather 
one) Keonjhargarh, Champua, Chai- 


bassa. 


137 miles via Barhi, Dobhi and Hazari- 


© 241 miles 
bagh. 

205 miles via Barhi, 
Bihar and Hazaribagh. 


Pat 
па 298 miles Kodarma, Nawada, 


Accommodation $ 
South Eastern Railway Hotel, Rates range 
from Rs. 25/- to Rs. 40/- for a single room and 
Rs. 40/- to Rs. 45/- for a dou 


board and lodging. 


w 
VESTERN SryLe HOTEL: 
ible room, including 


Oink 
HER ACCOMMODATION 


No. of beds Lodging charges For reservation contact 


Rs. 4/- per day (meals Collector, Ranchi. 


Circuit House 14 
р extra). А : 
М.р, Inspection 8 Rs. 2/- per day Executive Engineer, 
P.W.D., Ranchi. 


Bungalow 
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No. of beds 


New Circuit House, 10 
Doranda 


Lodging charges 


Re. 1/- per head per 
day (meals extra). 


Forest Rest House, 10 


Re. 1/- per head per 
Doranda 


day. 


Ranchi Club Rs. 10/- to Rs, 12/- 


For reservation contact 


Estate Officer, Public 
Works Dept., Doranda, 
Ranchi, during the 
Secretariat camp 
season and Superin- 
tending Engineer, 

Public Works Depart- 
ment, Ranchi, during 
off season. 

Divisional Forest Offi- 
cer, Ranchi Division, 
Ranchi. | 

The Secretary, Ranchi 


plus Re. 1/- member- Club, Ranchi. 


ship fee. 
Information Centre: 


Bihar Government Tourist Information Bureau, R 


Miscellaneous: 
PROHIBITION: Not in force. 
EXCURSIONS: Jonha Falls (Gautamdhara) ss 
(by road) 


Dasamghagh 
Hirni Falls 
Rajruppa Falls , š 
Netarhat 
Hundru Falls 


HAZARIBAGH 
General Information: 
(a) Arca 
(b) Population 
(c) Altitude 


++ 4 sq. miles, 
35,000. 
2,005 feet, 


anchi. 


24 miles. 
23 miles, 


+» 45} miles. 


49 miles. 
96 miles. 
26 miles. 
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4 à 
(d) Climate — .. Winter—Max. 25°C. Min. 61°С. 
Summer—Max. 41°C. Min. 194°C. 
Rainfall—53:4^ (average). 
(9 Clothing Season—October to March. 
Û Бапаш e Coton in Summer and light woollen in Winter. 
guages .. Hindi and English. 


Communi, 
unications and Transport: 


Distances: 


By rail By road 
(Up to Hazaribagh 
Road) 

Bombay 1 » 

,134 miles 1,194 miles via Nasik, Dhulia, Indore, Jhansi, 
Kanpur, Allahabad (crossing of Ganga 
river by pontoon bridge from November to 
June. Rest of the year Hanumanganj-Pha- 

hould be used—8 miles 


phamau diversion 5 
extra), Varanasi (Banaras), Moghalsarai, 
hri-on-Sone (cross Sone river 


train), Sone East Bank, 
Hazaribagh, Ramgarh. 


Sasaram, De 


by ferry or 
Aurangabad, Barhi, 


Cal Ranchi. 
Sut 207 miles 245 miles via Asansol, Gobindpur and 


Bagodar. 


Delhi 
" 688 miles 656 miles via Ghaziabad, 
Allahabad (crossing of 
vember to June. 


pontoon bridge from No 
Rest of the year Hanumanganj-Phaphamau 
id be used—8 miles extra), 


diversion shoul 

Varanasi (Banaras), Moghalsarai, Sasaram, 
Dehri-on-Sone (cross Sone river by ferry oF 
train), Sone East Bank, Aurangabad, Barhi, 
Hazaribagh, Ramgarh, Ranchi. 


Aligarh, Kanpur, 
Ganga river by 
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2 1,230 miles 1,102 miles via Vijayavada (from June to 
o | January, Krishna River is in floods; car to 
be railed from Krishna Canal or Guntur 
to Vijayavada-Kovvuru (Godavari river), 
Rajahmundry (Godavari is unbridged), ferry 
may be arranged but uncertain, better to rail 
car from Tadepalligudam, 12 miles from 
Nellajaria, to Rajahmundry, Anakapalli, 
Cuttack (cross Mahanadi by ferry), Dharam- 
sala (cross Brahminee river by ferry), Jenapur: 
Jajpur Road (from Cuttack to Jajpur there 
is a fair-weather one), Keonjhargarh, 
Champua, Chaibassa, Ranchi.) 


Locat. TRANSPORT: Buses and bicycle rickshaws. 


Accommodation: 


No. of beds Lodging charges 


Circuit House 10 Rs. 4/- per day 


(Meals extra). 


P.W.D. Inspection 4 Rs. 1:50 per day 


Bungalow (Meals extra), 
Dak Bungalow 8 Rs. 3:25 per day 
(Meals extra). 

D.V.C. Bungalow 8 


Rs. 4/- per day 
(Meals extra. 


Information Centre: 
Public Relations Department, 
Miscellaneous: 


PROHIBITION: Not in force, 


Hazaribagh. 


For reservation contact 


Deputy Commissioner, 
Hazaribagh. 


Executive Engineer, 
P.W.D., Hazaribagh. 

District Engineer, Dis- 
trict Board, Hazari- 
bagh. 


Public Relations Officer, 
D.V.C., Anderson 
House, А1їрогё› 
Calcutta. 


Excursions Ranchi 
(by road) : Kodarma 
National Park (Game Sanc- 
tuary) 

Bokaro ae T 
Konar Dam .. U 
Tilaiya Dam  .. 

Topchandi m . 
Parasnath А . 


59 miles. 
42 miles. 
18 miles. 


48 miles. 
34 miles. 
37 miles. 
58 miles. 
50 miles. 
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IN INDIA 


TELEPHONE - 


Government of India Tourist Office, 


123, Queen's Road, Churchgate, Bombay 242144-5 
Government of India Tourist Office, 
13, Old Court House Street, Calcutta E 23-2809 and 
23-2819 
Government of India Tourist Office, 
88, Janpath, New Delhi g ,. 40700, 40019 ahd 
Governm: " В 
35 ent of India Tourist Office, 95248 
„ Mount Road, Madras ss z 
Government of India Tourist Office, 
т 3 377 
he Mall, Agra “ z 
Government of India Tourist Office, 17 
Krishna Villas, Station Road, Aurangabad + 
Government of India Tourist Office, 189 
15-B, The Mall, Banaras Cant ++ - 
Government of India Tourist Office 35s 
16-A, Mahatma Gandhi Road, Bangalore °’ 
Government of India Tourist Office, 
Willingdon Island, Cochin et 
Government of India, Tourist Office, 50 
Chaurastha, Darjecling es 
irist Office, 1182 


Government of India Tou 
Rajasthan State Hotel, Jaipur 


Government of India Tourist Office. 
Plot No. 5, Hamidia Road, Bhopal. 


